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ABSTRACT
This study comes under the scope of the sociology of 
aging. Primary objectives of the research were: (1) to 
examine variations in aging within the Negro, French, and 
Non-French subcultures of a specific area of Louisiana,
(2) to provide an explanation for the relationship of sub­
cultural definitions of the aged status to attitudes toward 
aging, (3) to test the relationships of attitudes toward 
aging and the process of becoming socialized into the aged 
status, (4) to investigate the relationship of socialization 
to willingness to assume the aged status, (5) to determine 
the relationship between willingness to assume the aged 
status to the actual assumption of that status, and (6) to 
determine the relationship of actual assumption of the aged 
status to subcultural definitions of that status.
The methodological procedure followed included 
interviews of a random sample of 577 individuals from three 
subcultures of the state of Louisiana— Negro, French, and 
Non-French. Respondents were selected to represent three 
age groups— 18-39, 40-59, and 60 and over. During the 
course of the interviews basic socio-demographic data was 
asked for as well as the attitudes of the respondent toward 
old age and his knowledge about the aged status. In this 
regard a basic set of questions were asked of all respond­
ents, and separate batteries of questions were asked of
xvii
people over and under sixty years of age. Data from these 
questions were used to empirically test the following 
theoretical propositions:
1. The more favorable the aged status is defined by 
the subculture, the more positive will be the attitudes 
toward the aged status.
2. The more positive the attitudes toward the aged 
status, the more complete will be the socialization 
process.
3. The more complete the socialization process, the 
more favorable the attitudes toward assuming the aged 
status.
4. The more favorable the attitudes toward assuming 
the aged status, the sooner it will be assumed.'
5. The sooner the aged status is assumed, the more 
favorable will be the subcultural definitions of the 
aged status.
The empirical test applied revealed that the Propo­
sitions I, II, and IV had the greatest tenability. Since 
all of the propositions were interrelated, Propositions 
III and V were made tenable by implication. Subcultural 
differences were also found to exist in specific attitudes, 
in socialization, and interpretations of the agei at 
which agedness occurs.
xviii
It was concluded from study findings that inter­
relationships do exist between attitudes toward aging, the 
process of learning the requirements of the aged status, and 
the actual assumption of the aged status in particular sub­
cultures. These findings were deemed to have theoretical, 
methodological, and pragmatic implications for this 





Age, and all that is implied by the concept, takes 
on considerable meaning in industrial society. A highly 
articulated system of statuses takes as its basis, age. 
Membership in various social groupings is often predicated 
on the age of the aspiring applicant. Rights and obli­
gations are often determined by age. In this "era of the 
employee," the right to work for a wage or salary is, in 
many cases, determined by age. At the same time there does 
not seem to be a well defined system of age categorization 
in American society, with the exception of the educational 
system. Yet, age has important consequences within the
kinship structure and for community and occupational par- 
1
ticipation.
With the.rise of industrial society, the family as 
an economic productive unit has declined in importance.
This fact has had a considerable impact on the position of 
the aged. Many scholars have observed the devaluation of
^•Talcott Parsons, "Age and Sex in the Social 
Structure of the United States," American Sociological 
Review 7:604, February, 1942.
1
the role of the aged and have related this to industrial­
ization, insofar as the elderly have not been physically 
capable of competing with the young.
Possibly the development of written language signaled 
the decline of the position of the aged. In non-literate 
societies where the basic traditions were preserved orally, 
the oldest living generations were in a position to claim 
the highest order of knowledge. Furthermore, in these 
societies, roles associated with the maintenance of tra­
ditions tended to fall to the older members of the society. 
This being the case, they were in a particularly advan­
tageous position to control and adjust the legal, religious
and other normative regulations of society to enhance their 
2
positions.
With the decline in evaluation of old age as uu 
esteemed status, there has been a concomitant elevation of 
the status of youth, almost to the point of its glorifi­
cation. Parsons views this as a natural consequence of a 
society oriented toward change. The fact that the young 
will live longer and will come into the main positions of 
responsibility, rather than relinquishing them in the near
^Talcott Parsons, "The Cultural Backgrounds of 
Today's Aged," Politics of Age, Wilma Donahue and Clark 
Tibbitts, editors, (Ann Arbor, Michigan: Division of
Gerontology, The University of Michigan, 1962), pp. 3-15.
future, accounts for this accent on youth. This is further 
reinforced by a system of values which places great impor­
tance on control of environment, anti-traditionalism, and an
explicit refusal to value things just because they have been
3
of value in the past.
The foregoing characterization of the position of the 
aged in non-literate and industrial society could be extended 
further. This, however, is not the purpose of the present 
undertaking. The purpose of this dissertation will be to 
examine age and aging in terms of subcultural units of 
analysis. The concern will be with the process of aging and 
how this process varies within different subcultural 
settings.
II. STATEMENT OF THE PROBLEM
The present research represents an effort at defining 
and describing variations in aging within the Negro, French 
and Non-French subcultures of a specific area of the state 
of Louisiana. This involved an attempt to define chrono­
logically the onset of old age within the subcultural 
settings. To accomplish this, a consideration is made of 
certain fundamental institutional arrangements that may 
account for differential aging. Socio-economic position is 
considered along with family structure and solidarity and
^Ibid., p. 7-8.
religious preoccupation as probable factors that have an 
impact on the whole process of assuming the status of aged.
It is further proposed that the present undertaking 
will contribute to the continuing development of a conceptual 
formulation of socialization as an ongoing process which 
continues through the total life span of the individual.
This will be accomplished by applying certain conceptual­
izations which have been advanced in the literature to the 
empirical findings of the present research. The specific 
type of socialization will be that which has reference to the 
status of the "old" or "aged" person.
The focus will be on five aspects of the aging 
process:
1. The relationship between subcultural definitions 
of the aged status and attitudes toward aging.
2. The relationship of attitudes toward aging and 
the process of becoming socialized into the aged status.
3. The relationship of socialization to willingness 
to assume the aged status.
4. The relationship of willingness to assume the 
aged status to the actual assumption of the status.
5. The relationship of actual assumption of the aged 
status to subcultural definitions of the status.
III. SIGNIFICANCE OF THE STUDY
The fact that some nine plus per cent of the popu­
lation of the United States is over the "magic" age of 
sixty-five gives the study of age, aging and the aged a
special significance. This significance is further empha­
sized by the trend for this percentage to grow even larger 
coupled with a declining birth rate.
Even though many researchers in the sociology of 
aging begin by citing the changing age structure of the 
United States as a partial justification for the study of 
aging, few consider the importance of age as an abstract
variable in the analysis of social data. For the most part
4
age has been given only passive attention. This is 
particularly unfortunate when it is realized that almost all 
survey researchers obtain information on the age of res­
pondents but seldom exploit it fully. Over a quarter of a 
century has passed since Linton cited the neglect of the
5
concept age as an important aspect of social organization.
While the question of significance of a study is 
relevant, it is, nevertheless, difficult to answer. The 
writer must avoid elevating his particular problem to 
illusionary heights. The significance of the present 
research is evidenced by two aims: (1) to bring together
and articulate the relationship of the concepts of subculture,
^Leonard D. Cain, Jr., "Life Course and Social 
Structure," Handbook of Modern Sociology, Robert E.L. Paris, 
editor, (Chicago: RancT McNally and Company, 1964), p. 272.
^Ralph A. Linton, "A Neglected Aspect of Social 
Organization," American Journal of Sociology. 45:870-86.
May, 1940.
6
attitudes, and socialization and their relevance for human 
aging, and (2) to cast some light on the process of aging 
within the Negro, French, and Non-French subcultures of a 
specific area of the state of Louisiana.
IV. PROCEDURE AND MAJOR DIVISIONS OF THE DISSERTATION
Problem 1^ review of relevant literature. It is a 
rare occurrence that advancements are made in science or fresh 
ideas emerge without cognizance being taken of the work done 
by others within the same or similar areas of investigation.
In Chapter II the focus is on some of the major themes which 
have pervaded the literature on aging. Also, attention is 
given to certain purely sociological concepts which have a 
direct bearing upon the senescence process.
Problem II; conceptual and theoretical perspective. 
Following from the literature review and drawing upon its 
more cogent themes. Chapter III represents a systematic 
presentation of basic conceptualizations which, in effect, 
serves as the taxonomy for the development of theoretical 
propositions. The remainder of the chapter is devoted to 
a formal statement of the postulates, corollaries, and 
theoretical propositions.
Problem III: methodological and technical strategy.
Chapter IV is an account of sampling procedures employed in 
the research, specific techniques of data collection, prob­
lems encountered in obtaining data, and ways and means by
which data are presented and analyzed. Special attention is 
given to techniques by which hypotheses are considered to be 
tenable or fallacious.
Problem IV; analysis and interpretation. Embodied 
in the fifth and sixth chapters is the empirical core of the 
study. Here data are brought to'bear on the hypotheses that 
have been advanced to account for certain relationships.
The data are then interpreted within the broader theoretical 
perspective. Also, an attempt is made to modify the theo­
retical propositions advanced in Chapter III, in light of 
the empirical findings.
CHAPTER II
REVIEW OF THE LITERATURE
I . INTRODUCTION
What is the meaning of age? if an historian were
asked this question, he might' '6ffer an exaMple such as 
the Golden Age of Greece or the Enlightenment; a paleontol­
ogist might use the example of the Mesozoic Age; an Egyptol­
ogist may speak of the Bronze Age; the psychologist may sug­
gest mental age as an example; and finally, the poker player 
would tell you that age refers to the right belonging to 
the player to the left of the dealer, who, under certain 
conditions, has the last say. While these examples seem 
somewhat unrelated, they all refer to a temporal sequence—  
a passage of time which is relative to concrete events that 
are either prior, concomitant, or occur after other specified 
phenomena.
Most commonly, when age is discussed, it is usually 
in terms of a chronological conception. One considers stan­
dardized units of time of a specific duration. Thus, the 
age of the earth may be reckoned in eons, or the age of 
micro-organisms may be determined in seconds. Both measures 
would be meaningful in a developmental sense for the phe­
nomena in question. In the case of man, the period shortly 
after birth may be reckoned in months, because of the
rapidity of maturation at this stage. But, considering the 
human life span, age is determined by the year, or occasion­
ally by the decade, when one has reached the twilight years.
In the case of man, one must consider many aspects of 
the senescense process. The physiologist would point out
that aging begins even prior to birth, and that some psycho-
1
physical capacities reach their peak during adolescense.
Some psychologists have suggested that changes in
personality occur with age, but there is no theory which
2
takes this into full account. Advancements have been made,
however, in the relationship of age to learning. In this
connection, some psychologists have provided evidence to
suggest that an increased mass of experience and knowledge
3
in older persons may facilitate future learning. Yet other
4
findings tend to support the opposite view.
Henry D. Sheldon, The Older Population of the United 
States, (Hew York: (John Wiley and Sons, 1958), p -7 /
2C.f., K.F. Riegel, "Personality Theory and Aging," 
Handbook of Aging and the Individual: Psychological and
Ijip.lPfl ip a 1 Aspects. j.E* Birren, editor-(Chapter 23)(Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 1959), pp. 797-851.
3J.E. Birren, "Principles of Research on Aging," 
Handbook of Aging and the Individual: Psychological and
Biological Aspects, J.E.'Birreneditbr (Chapter I)
(Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 1959), pp. 3-42.
4J. Botwinick, "Drivers, Expectancies, and Emotions," 
Handbook q £_ Aging and the Individual: Psychological and
BjLQl.Q.qiCfll Aspects.,*j .e . Birren, 'editor" (Chapter 21, Ibid) pp. 739-768.
10
Within the social realm, aging must be viewed as a 
relative concept. Occupationally, a professional football 
player is considered old at thirty while the thirty year old 
Ph.D. would be considered young. The baseball player in his 
late thirties is considered an "old timer" while the nov­
elist of the same age would be considered quite young. 
Oftentimes in occupations that require heavy physical work, 
employment becomes difficult to obtain after the forty-fifth 
birthday. Also, in bureaucratic settings employers are 
hesitant to hire people at the lower levels who are past 
forty-five. Yet within the bureaucracy, retirement generally 
does not come until the seventh decade.
Sociologically, the life span is punctuated by certain 
events that correspond roughly with a particular age. 
Typically, a middle class individual finishes high school 
around age eighteen; college graduation comes roughly at 
twenty-one, followed shortly by marriage, etc. This 
sequence continues with a particular family unit breaking up 
with the marriage of the children, and eventually the death 
of a spouse —  usually the husband first. Thus, chrono­
logical age becomes relevant only when considered in reference 
to events that occur at various points in the life span.
The study of human aging can be approached from many 
perspectives. The most complete understanding may come about 
through an holistic approach which takes into consideration
the physical, psychological, sociological and cultural- 
historical aspects of the phenomena. The scope of the 
present review is somewhat less broad. The primary purpose 
of the present chapter is to draw attention to areas in 
the literature which have contributed to the development of 
the research problem.
II. SOME THEORIES AND CONCEPTUALIZATIONS RELATED TO THE 
SOCIO-CULTURAL ASPECTS OF HUMAN AGING
It would seem that a discussion of those aspects of 
social organization which are based on age and aging would 
be an appropriate beginning point in a work of this nature. 
Here the terms status-position, status sequence, and age 
grade are of primary importance.
Quite often the terms status and age grade are com­
pounded to form the concept age status. Implicitly, this 
formulation allows for the notion of temporal sequence of 
statuses. Very generally, age status has reference to the 
fact that there exist rights and obligations which accrue 
to individuals because they are of certain chronological 
age. Chronological age, is, however, not a determinant. It 
is, instead, an indicator of the position one is likely to 
hold within a given social structure at a particular point 
in the incumbent's life span. Age may also be used as a 
reference point for assigning or establishing status. "All 
societies recognize three age groupings as minimum: child,
12
adult, and old. Certain societies have emphasized age as
a basis for assigning status and have greatly amplified the 
5
divisions."
Most scholars quickly point out that there is a bio­
logical baseline upon which changes in age status are 
reckoned. At the same time, however, cultural definitions
6
of status change may not coincide with biological changes.
For example, in American society an individual, in most
cases, remains legally a child until his twenty-first
birthday, even though he may be physically an adult prior 
7
to this time.
The change from child status to adult status is 
usually signaled by some "rite of passage." In many non­
literate societies, rites of passage (in this case puberty 
rites) can be quite elaborate and highly formalized cele­
brations in which the whole community participates. In 
American society, the "rites" are considerably less formal­
ized. When an individual achieves his twenty-first birthday,
•Ralph Linton, The Study of Man - (New'.York: Appleton 
Centuiy-Crofts, 1936), p. 118.
6Ibid.
7Adult, as it is used here, means grown to full size; 
matured. In civil law, the term is applied to males after 
the age of fourteen, and to females after age twelve. In 
this connection, biological and cultural considerations seem 
to be more in accord.
13:
he simply becomes legally responsible for his actions and is,
technically, no longer subservient to his guardian(s).
Linton concludes that the passage of individuals from
adult to aged status is more difficult to perceive. This
passage is given ceremonial recognition only in a few cul- 
8
tures.
In American society, when a man retires from active 
participation in the labor force, it is usually signaled by 
a gross change in expectations. This change may come about 
by virtue of achieving a certain age. At age sixty-five, in 
some instances, a person is no longer expected to be econom­
ically productive; he is free to spend most of his time ih 
leisure activities. However, he is not free to be completely 
inactive for fear of being labeled unadjusted.
In large scale formal organizations, retirement for 
members of the managerial ranks may be signaled by an 
elaborate testimonial banquet. In the same organization, 
however, a clerk may receive a watch from his supervisor 
accompanied by appropriate congratulatory remarks from his 
colleagues.
The biological factors appear to be only secondary to
9
the cultural in determining the content of the aged status.
80p. cit., p. 119. 
9Ibid., p. 119.
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The sixty-five year old person may be capable of doing sus­
tained physical work, yet culturally he is defined as aged 
even though his physical capabilities defy the cultural 
definition. In other instances, a person may be incapable 
of heavy labor at age fifty; he may even consider himself 
old, yet his culture expects him to be economically produc­
tive and active. One becomes eligible for Social Security 
at age sixty-five, yet for many, age sixty-five never comes. 
For some, the infirmities of old age must be lived with for 
ten or fifteen years before they are culturally recognized 
as aged. While the Social Security Administration has done, 
more to establish age sixty-five as a chronological defi->- 
nition of the onset of old age, it operates often to 
disqualify many able individuals from full participation 
in society, yet places an extremely heavy burden on others 
who actually experience old age at an earlier period in the 
life span.
The preceding discussion of the passage into old age 
illuminates two facts; there is oftentimes a considerable 
disjunction in the biological and cultural definitions of old 
age and, culturally, old age comes at variable points in the 
life span for people immersed in diverse segments of the 
cultural spectrum. Conceptually, the notion of subculture, 
a variant of the coAcept culture, is a useful tool for coming 
to grips with the problem of variable aging.
15
It is unfortunate that the concept subculture has been 
often used as a semantic convenience rather than as a rigor­
ously defined and applied term. Gordon argues that much
understanding can be gained by employing the notion of sub-
10
culture in research. Subculture for Gordon means,
...a subdivision of national culture, composed of 
a combination of factorable social situations such as 
class status, ethnic background, regional or rural 
or urban residence, and religious affiliation, but 
forming in their combination a functional unit which 
has an integrated impact on the participating indi­
vidual . il
Regardless of the nature of the subcultural situation 
within which one is immersed, he is faced with the problem of 
behaving in a manner which is acceptable to his group. To 
assure normative behavior, each individual is expected to 
undergo a more or less formalized process of socialization. 
Within subcultural settings, there are norms which govern 
behavior for all those involved. These norms vary for indi­
viduals depending upon the positions they occupy within the 
group and the characteristics of actors occupying these 
positions. Thus, the expectations placed upon a thirty year 
old father vary somewhat from those placed upon a sixty year 
old father. This fact would seem to hold true for many other 
types of roles. Therefore, to speak accurately of role, one
^.Milton M. Gordon, "The Concept of Subculture and Its 
Application," Social Forces. 26:40-42, October, 1947.
■^Ibid., p. 40.
must consider temporal changes in characteristics of role 
incumbents.
Since there are temporal changes in the normative 
content of roles, provisions must be made for incumbents to 
become acquainted with the revised demands placed upon them. 
Thus:, role learning, insofar as it can be considered as an 
aspect of the socialization process, must continue on through 
the life span.
This emphasis on role learning as continuing social­
ization is an attempt to avoid the rather narrow view of 
socialization occurring only during the childhood years.
Early life socialization seems to emphasize the control of 
primary drives, while socialization in the later stages 
focuses on learned motives generated by significant others. 
"Except in rare and extreme conditions, adult socialization
does not need to teach the individual to control and regulate
12
the gratification of primary drive systems."
One can take as a basic principle that the occupation 
of a status, or changes in statuses occupied, have profound 
psychological consequences for incumbents. This fact has 
lead Strauss to develop a framework for studying transfor-
12orville G. Brim, Jr., "Socialization through the Life 
Cycle," Socialization After Childhood: Two Essays. Orville
G. Brim, Jr., and Stanton Wheeler, editors. (New"York: John 
Wiley and Sons, Inc., 1966), p. 26.
17
mations of the "self" that takes place during the adult 
13
years.
Before one undertakes the study of change in self
conception and behavior, a clear notion of the meaning of
development, in a psychological sense, seems necessary.
Strauss states that, presumably...[development] refers to
a progressive movement wherein the beginning, middle, and
14
end bear some discernible relationship to each other."
As Strauss sees it, there are two conceptions of 
development most commonly held by social psychologists. The 
first conception is that people are more or less developed 
along certain lines, or in regard to certain tasks. The 
observer possesses tools for measuring "progress." An 
individual is deemed "advanced," retarded," or "average", in 
terms of when, or to what degree, he has achieved certain 
stages in a continuum series. The second most common 
conception is that while a person may seem to change con­
siderably in the life span, the essential self is assumed to 
be the same. This conceptualization is represented by the 
common notion that the core of personality is laid down 
early in life, and that later changes are variants on the 
initial personality organization. Development, then, is
13Anselm Strauss, "Transformation of Identity," Human 
Behavior and the Social Processes, Arnold M. Rose, editor 
(Boston: Houghton-Mifflin Company, 1962), pp. 63-85
14Ibid., p. 64.
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commonly viewed either as attainment or as variation on 
15
basic themes.
Strauss feels that neither the attainment nor the
variation on basic themes conceptions really captures the
"...open ended, tentative, exploratory, hypothetical,
problematical, devious, changeable, and only partly unified
16
character of human courses of action." He conceives of 
development as a series of related transformations. The 
notion of transformation, in this connection, is an emergent 
conception. Viewed temporally, the self changes in form 
and kind at each emerging "stage" of the life span. Strauss 
views these changes as being intimately linked with concep­
tual changes. He suggests that:
...in coming to new terms a person becomes sotae- 
thing other than what he once was. Terminological 
shifts necessitate, but also signalize, new evalu­
ations: of self and others, of events, acts, and
objects; and the transformation of perception is 
irreversible; once having changed, there is no going 
back. One can look back, but he can evaluate only from his new status.17
Transformations occur in many ways: some are planned
and anticipated; other transformations occur despite antici­
pation; still others occur outside social structures, but 
may be related to membership within them. Such is the case




of aging which occurs because of the ubiquity of temporal 
sequence (i.e., outside of specific structural consider­
ations) yet has consequences for social structure. Strauss 
views these transformations as being signaled by critical 
incidents, thresholds, or turning points which force 
individuals to realize that, "I am not the same as I was,
18
as I used to be," or, "I am not as young as I used to be."
Next, Strauss develops at some length the idea of
regularized status passage. "Membership in any enduring
group or social structure inevitably involves passage from
19
status to status." In many ways, an individual is prepared
for what is to be the next position in the continuing status
sequence. The more subtle aspects of preparation include a
forewarning that certain things will soon happen— specific
experiences, certain feelings, and those who have gone
before will stand ready with interpretations of such
20
predicted events.
18Ibid., p. 66. Strauss has developed a typology of 
turning points which signal changes in identity. He points 
out that changes in social relations often go relatively 
unnoticed, yet, more often than not, incidents occur that 
bring home the extent of the shift.
19lbid., p. 71.
20Ibid., p. 72. At some points, Strauss' discussion 
leaves the reader with the uncertain feeling that he is 
using the concept status in a purely structural sense, while 
at other points, status seems to mean "psychic state." 
Clearly, however, he appears to be concerned with the inter­
action of status and psychic state.
20
Strauss necessarily links status passage to changes
in motivation. "Motivations appropriate to earlier...
status must be sloughed off or transmuted, and new ones
21
added or substituted." Motivational change associated
with status passage is not limited to work organizations
or occupational life as most of Strauss' examples imply.
Involvement in any sort of institutional setting for any
period of time ultimately involves passage from one status
position to another. At a minimum, this will involve
passage from the status of "new recruit" to "old hand."
Moreover, as stressed earlier, this passage necessitates a
change in identity.
In addition to changes in identity associated with
status passage it would seem that a process of evaluation
of the next anticipated status position begins prior to
occupancy. Thompson has provided some interesting evidence
in this regard in reference to anticipation of the aged 
22
status. He hypothesized that adjustment in retirement 
{a new status) is conditioned by pre-retirement anticipation 
of the retired status. He found that those individuals who 
had a favorable attitude toward retirement, an accurate
2^-lbid. , p. 73
^Wayne e . Thompson, "Pre-Retirement Anticipation 
and Adjustment to Retirement," Journal of Social Issues, 
14:35-45, No. 2, 1958
21
preconception of what it would be like, plus plans for
retirement, tended to adjust to the exigencies of the new
status more adequately than others.
To this point, the discussion has centered upon
status passage and its social psychological aspects. In
order to relate the presentation to some functional and
dysfunctional aspects of the aging process one must consider
the structural consequences of passage from youth status
to old age status. A clue to this problem is provided by
the fact that men's lives are governed by social clocks,
a prescriptive ordering of life events (status changes) to
the extent that the terms commonly used to refer to the
assumption of new statuses are "early," "on time," or "late,"
(e.g., "She married late in life," He retired early,"
23
etc.) Implicit in these cultural prescriptions is the 
notion that the timing of status assumptions has conse­
quences for the ongoing social system.
Cumming, Henry and their associates have developed
a theoretical frame of reference for explaining the range
24
and limits of the aging process. The theory was developed
^^Bernice L. Newgarten, Joan W. Moore, and John C.
Lowe, "Age Norms, Age Constraints, and Adult Socialization," 
American Sociological Review. 70:710-717, May, 1965, 
p. 711.
^The present discussion of "disengagement theory" 
is drawn primarily from the following sources: Ernest
Damianopolos, "A Formal Statement of Disengagement Theory,"
22
out of a five year study of a sample of aging people in
Kansas City, Missouri. One part of the extended study
involved a sample of 275 individuals between the ages of 50
and 90 years who were in good health and had at least the
25
minimum for financial independence.
The central thesis of the theory of disengagement is
that aging is a mutual withdrawing or "disengagement" of the
aging person and the social system to which he belongs.
"When disengagement is complete, the equilibrium that
existed in middle life between the individual and society
has given way to a new equilibrium characterized by greater
26
distance and a changed basis for solidarity."
The opposite of disengagement— engagement— implies 
an interpenetration, an intimate involvement of person
On Growing__0Id. Elaine Cumming and William E.. Henry, 
editors' (New York:" Basic Books, 1961), pp. 210-18;
Lois R. Dean, David S. Newell, and Isabel McCaffrey, 
"Disengagement A Tentative Theory of Aging," Sociometry. 
23:23-35, March, 1960; Elaine Cumming, "Further Thoughts 
on the Theory of Disengagement," Unesco International 
Social Science Journal, 15:377-93, August T9F7I
2^Elaine Cumming, "Further thoughts on the Theory 
of Disengagement," p. 377. Immediately, the generality 
of the theory is considerably minimized by limiting the 
sample to healthy and financially independent persons, 
simply because a very large proportion of the population 
of the United States within the 50 to 90 age cohort are 
both chronically ill and fall below the minimum for 
economic well being. C.f., On Growing Older. (Washihgton,
D.C.: President's Council on Aging, 1964), pp. 17-64
and 85-102.
^Elaine Cumming, "Further Thoughts on the Theory 
of Disengagement," Unesco International Social Science
23
and society. The engaged person plays out a wide variety
of reciprocal roles, while in later years, "freedom" comes
about through a decreasing amount and variety of inter- 
2-1
action.
Disengagement can be further viewed as having two 
aspects; social as well as psychological changes. 'Con­
cerning social changes, the assertion was made that rate 
and variety of interaction lessen with advancing age. 
Employing two measures of interaction, Cumming, et.al.
discovered a gradual decrease in interaction with advance- 
28
ment in age. Concerning psychological changes, the 
researchers hypothesized that changes in amount and vari­
ety of interaction (life space) will be accompanied by 
concomitant changes in perception of the size of the life 
space. In order to test whether perception of less 
interaction coincided with the actual constriction that 
had already been observed, the researchers asked the
Journal, 15:377, August, 1963.
27Elaine Cumming, Lois R. Dean, David S. Newell, 
and Isabel McCaffrey, "Disengagement A Tentative Theory 
of Aging," Sociometry, 23:24, March, 1960.
2 8The first measure, called an Interaction Index, 
was based on the amount of each day spent in the kinds 
of contacts with others in which hints, clues, and 
sanctions which govern and control behavior can be 
exchanged. Scoring was based on verbative reports by 
respondents concerning their daily activities. Scoring 
was "blind" and the researchers report a reliability of 
.8 between two scores. The second measure, termed the
24
respondents to compare their present interaction rate with 
that remembered from age 45. A gradual perceived con­
stricted life space was observed as a function of increasing 
age of the respondents. This perceived pattern of constric­
tion was observed to occur prior to actual constriction.
This fact led Cumming et.al., to raise the question of the 
nature of this change in perception. "It seems quite 
possible that some anticipatory socialization is occurring 
among these people and they are, as it were, looking ahead
to a time when they will be less involved than they are now;
29
that they are practicing for old age."
A further hypothesis was advanced concerning quality 
of interaction. The decrease in amount and variety of inter1 
action will accompany a change in the quality of interaction 
from "absorption with others" to "absorption with self."
Social Life Space Measure, consisted of an additional of 
scores on precoded items which reflected the total range 
of social interaction, such as those with family, friends, 
neighbors, and many others. This instrument was sup- 
posively designed to get at variety of interaction.
^ Ibid.t p. 3 1 . (italics added) The authors also 
suggest that this perceived constriction which occurs 
prior to actual constriction might be more purely 
"psychological" in nature and could be called "withdrawal 
of object cathexis." That is, if interactions are 
experienced less intensely and seem less important they 
may be reported as fewer. They also speculated; "*..it 
is possible that some intrinsic change with age may 
account for loss of investment and might be reflected 
by perceived constriction."
25
and from an evaluative "view of life" to one which is care- 
30
free. By employing a set toward interaction classifica­
tion using the typology of relational rewards developed 
31
by Parsons, the researchers arrived at four summary
descriptions of relationships which carry the expectations
of love, esteem, responsiveness, and approval. The
respondents were read descriptions of these relational
rewards and were asked which one they thought they sought
first in a relationship and which one they sought secondly.
The findings supported the hypothesis that approval and
love, as sought relational rewards, tended to disappear
32
with increasing age.
In summary, disengagement, as a theory of aging, is 
a view of the individual as participating in a process of 
mutual withdrawal with the social system. Disengagement 
tends to begin in the sixth decade with a change in self­
perception, and can be designated as anticipatory social­
ization to the aged state. This change in self-perception
30Ibid., p. 32.
3 1 Talcott Parsons, The Social System. (Glencoe, 
Illinois: The Free Press, 1958) /"p 130.
320£. cit. , pp. 31-32. These findings were interpreted 
by Cumming and her associates with some caution because 
the data were collected on a third wave of interviewing 
after 25 per cent of the respondents were lost either 
through death, removal, or refusals. In some categories, 
losses were nearly one-third of the total.
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is accompanied by a lessening in amount and variety of
interaction, and a shift in the quality of interaction. The
end result of the disengagement process, as Cumming and her
associates see it, is a more self-centered style of behavior
33
among the ambulatory aged.
A further conceptualization that has been developed
suggests that disengagement, or a "culling out" of the aged
by the culture does not occur in the manner conceived by
Cumming and her associates. Arnold M. Rose has raised
a counter argument which seems to have some validity insofar
as it is supported by a spate of other researches and by
his own keen observations into some current social trends
34
relevant to the aged in American society. His major 
criticism is leveled at the contention that disengagement 
is an "inevitable" culturally universal phenomena. He 
feels that to whatever degree disengagement occurs now, 
or has occurred in the recent past, is a product of the 
culture of a utilitarian, youth-oriented society. He 
contends that there are social trends occurring at the 
present time that tend to negate the disengagement process
33ibid., p . 35.
^Arnold M. Rose, "A Current Theoretical Issue in 
Social Gerontology," Older People and their Social Worlds, 
Arnold M. Rose and Warren A. Peterson, editors. fPhil&del- 
phia: F.A. Davis Company, 1965), pp. 359-66.
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of aging.
Developments in medical science and technology are
allowing a larger proportion of those reaching sixty-five
to maintain good health and physical vigor. Rose feels
it is doubtful that healthy, vigorous people will be so
willing to disengage.
Wider participation in Social Security, coupled
with private pensions and annuities, is slowly increasing
the economic security of the old. This new economic
security, currently enjoyed by only a small minority, is
spreading to a larger segment of the older population and
may encourage a wider level of participation in the
societal mainstream.
Rose further cites the beginnings of a social
movement to raise the position of older people in the United 
35
States. The formation of various action oriented groups
35 In this connection, Rose offers a strong argument 
for the possible future formation of a subculture of the 
aged which would cut across other subcultural considera­
tions and be similar in many respects to other minority 
groups in the population (he uses the Negro situation 
as an example). At the same time he cites "influences 
which keep the elderly in contact with the larger society..
(1) the contacts with the family which are not reduced by
the parents getting older...; (2) the mass media which 
seems [to]...cut across all subcultural variations;
(3) continued employment, on a part-time basis, which 
keeps the older person in contact with a work group...;
(4) the increasing number of contacts with social welfare 
agencies...; (5) an attitude of active resistence toward 
aging..." These facts seem to support Rosfe^s thesis 
that disengagement is not so universal, at least not to
28
of old people is making its presence known in many areas
36
of the United States.
Rose feels that the disengagement theorists are 
completely oblivious to the social trends he cites and are 
ethnocentric insofar as they view the process of disen­
gagement as universal. Rose concludes:
I believe that it is due to the general 
functionalist theory which underlies Cumming's work. 
With this approach, one largely ignores history, 
with its pointing up of trends from past to present 
and from present to future, and even minimizes cross- 
cultural variations by emphasizing the universal 
functional prerequisites of culture which Cumming 
intends to include the necessity for society to 
preadjust to death.37
The criticism leveled by Rose against the disen­
gagement theory gains currency when it is considered in
light of the problem of generations raised by Mannheim and
38
other scholars. Historically, the idea of generation has
the extent suggested by the disengagement theorist.
Arnold M. Rose, "The Subculture of Aging: A Framework
of Research in Social Gerontology," Older People and 
their Social Worlds, Arnold M. Rose and Warren A.
Peterson, editor^'. (Philadelphia: F .A. Davis Company, 
1965) , pp. 7-8.
36C .f., F.A. Pinner, P. Jacobs, and Philip Selznick, 
Old Age and Political Behavior. Berkeley: University
of California Press, 1959.
37R0se, 0£. cit., p. 365.
3®with few exceptions, the problem of generations 
has been avoided by American scholars. Also, piteously 
few continental writings in this area have been trans­
lated into English. Possibly, the heavy philosophical 
baggage that is associated with the concept of generations
29
been approached from two perspectives. The "Positivists"
were attracted by the problem because they felt that in
generations they had some "hard" data. There is life and
death and a measurable span of existence. Thus, the core
of the problem for the Positivists was to determine the
length of a generation and correlate it with the particular
39
phenomena they wished to explain.
The Positivists approach, however, encounters a
difficult obstacle. While it is easy enough to determine
what constitutes a generation for a single family, it
becomes an extremely complex matter when generations of all
40
ages are coexisting simultaneously.
The other approach, termed the "Romantic-Historical" 
by Mannheim, is concerned with tackling the problem of
has kept American sociologists at bay. The following are 
some selected sources in English which come to grips with 
this problem. Bennett M. Berger, "How Long is a Genera­
tion?" British Journal of Sociology, 11:10-23, March, 1960;
S.N. Eisenstadt, From Generation to Generation. (Glencoe, 
Illinois: The Free Press, 1956); Rudolf Heberle, Social
Movements. (New York: Appleton-Century-Crofts, Inc., 1951) 
see especially pp. 118-27. For the purposes of the present 
review, comments will be limited primarily to the work of 
Karl Mannheim, Essays in the Sociology of Knowledge.
(London: Routledge and Kegan Paul, Ltd., 1952), pp. 276-320.
o qAccording to Mannheim, the Positivists were 
Comte, Cournot, J. Drowel, Mentre, Rumeliu, and others.
^ H e b e r l e ,  ibid., p. 118.
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the "spirit of the age" or Zeitgeist. This approach
really seems to create more problems than it solves.
Thus, a problem open to quantitative, mathematical 
treatment only is replaced by a qualitative one, 
centered ..about, the notion of something which .is not 
quantifiable, but capable only of being experienced.43
Mannheim offers a conception of generation which is 
something of an alternative to the "Positivistic" and 
"Romantic-Historical" conceptions. The scope of the prer- 
sent undertaking, however, does not permit a complete 
treatment of this alternative. Therefore, the focus will 
be upon those aspects which have primary relevance to 
aging. Of particular interest, in this connection, is the 
biological and sociological formulations of the problem of 
generations.
Central to Mannheim's conception is the idea of
"location" which is used in two separate but interrelated
ways. First, generation location is based on the biologi’-
cal fact of life, death, a limited life span, and aging.
Individuals who are of the same generation (i.e., who share
the same year of birth) share a common location in the
43
historical social process. Secondly, social location is 
the position held by certain individuals in the economic
^Proponents of the "Romantic-Historical View" cited 
by Mannheim include Dilthey, Heidegger, and Pinder.




and power structure of a given society. The fact of 
belonging to a particular class in conjunction with 
belonging to a particular age cohort, tends to limit people 
to a specific range of experiences.
In the present connection, the idea of generations 
adds to the analysis an awareness of the historical context 
and how it is related to human aging. For example, knowing 
that the ninety year old retired laborer approached retire­
ment in an era when Social Security was in its infancy 
should clue the analyst to the possibility of differences 
in attitudes toward aging. By contrast, the sixty year old 
laborer of today has undergone a different set of histori*- 
cal circumstances that will have relevance to his well­
being in retirement. Furthermore, the thirty year old 
laborer will most probably experience still another, and 
probably somewhat different, set of historical circum­
stances when he approaches old age in the future. " Thus, 
any study of human senescense must consider not only 
cultural, social, and psychological aspects, but also the 
historical context within which the individual has experi­




One manner in which the study of human senescence 
may be approached is by holding constant bio-physiological 
decremation while examining the socio-cultural aspects of 
the phenomena. The literature in this connection is vast. 
The present chapter represents an attempt to first estab­
lish a workable notion of the meaning of age. Next, the 
idea of age status is examined in terms of its social and 
psychological aspects. Here Strauss 1s concept identity 
transformation seemed pertinent.
Disengagement, a major theoretical "push" in social 
gerontology is discussed. The primary contribution of 
this conceptualization seems to lie in its formulators' 
attempt to develop a general theory of the aging process.
A major criticism of disengagement, proffered by Arnold M. 
Rose, is reviewed. He concludes that the formulation is 
ahistorical, ethnocentric, and completely ignores certain 
trends which lead him to believe that disengagement is not 
necessarily universal or inevitable for all aging persons. 
His criticism gains credence in light of the idea of gener­
ations which seems to add an awareness of the historical 
context within which human aging occurs.
CHAPTER III
CONCEPTUAL AND THEORETICAL PERSPECTIVE 
I. INTRODUCTION
It seems necessary to set forth explicitly the 
major conceptualizations which constitute the analytical 
vocabulary of the present research. These conceptual^ 
izations are defined and then articulated in a formal 
theoretical scheme which includes the statement of a funda­
mental axiom, followed by the major postulates, their 
corollaries, and theoretical propositions.
II. MAJOR CONCEPTS
1. real behavior: This notion is integral to any
sociological investigation. It is useful to distinguish 
real behavior from hypothetical behavior. It seems that 
questions which are used in interview schedules to assess 
behavior utilizing hypothetical examples, often run the 
risk of assessing attitudinal propensities for the hypo­
thetical behavior as well. Here real behavior refers to 
that which is manifest; behavior that.people actually 
engage in, not what they would do given certain hypotheti­
cal circumstances. __
2. human life span: It is meaningful to speak of
the human life span, first, in terms of a passage of time
33
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within which a person has existence. Sociologically, this 
passage of time is punctuated by certain events which mark 
the passage from one status-position to another. Minimally, 
the human life span is divided into at least three major 
periods: child, adult, and old. Dependent on the cultural
setting, more refined divisions are often made.
3. age status: The concept age status refers to the
fact that rights and obligations accrue to individuals 
because they are of a certain chronological age. Age does 
not specifically determine status, instead, it is an indi­
cator of the status-position one is likely to hold at a 
certain point in the life span. In this connection, the 
human life span seems to be marked out by a sequence of 
status-positions. Social-psychologically, change from
one status position to another is usually marked by a 
change in identity.
4. attitudes: The idea of attitudes seems relevant 
to any treatment of human aging. In many ways, individuals 
are prepared for the next age status position in the con­
tinuing sequence. The total process may be termed antici­
patory socialization. An aspect of this process is atti­
tude formation. Attitudes in this instance may be defined, 
(in the W.I. Thomas tradition) as preconceptions or predis­
positions to action or behavior in the next sequential 
status position.
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5. socialization; The idea of socialization must
be linked to attitudes because, in many ways, attitudes seem 
to determine the course of socialization. Here socializa­
tion is treated in a special sense. The concern is not with 
the incorporation of basic value patterns or control of 
primary drive systems instead, socialization.is specifi-. 
cally treated as role learning. This type of socialization 
seems to characterize the adult years. Through the life 
span the individual is continually faced with the necessity 
of assuming new status positions which require some modifi­
cation of attitudes and, certainly, new knowledges. The 
status of aged seems to be characterized by a necessity to 
be aware of knowledges which are intimately linked with the 
aged person's chances for survival.
6. cultural-historical context; Individuals who 
are of the same year of birth share a common location in 
the historical social process. This is mediated by member­
ship in a particular subcultural setting. Taken together, 
age and subcultural membership tend? to limit people to a 
particular range of experiences.
7. subculture: The idea of subculture further
specifies the conditions under which aging is experienced. 
Subculture is treated here as a subdivision of a national 
culture composed of a combination of factorable social 
situations such as racial or ethnic background, socio­
economic status, religious involvement, and family solidary-
36
ity , but forming in their combination a functional unit 
which has an integrated impact on the “aging experience of 
individuals.
III. A FORMAL STATEMENT OF THE CONCEPTUAL SCHEME
Axiom; The human life span, within a cultural-historical 
context, exhibits emergent psychological properties and 
social structural aspects.
Postulate 1; The life span of an individual may be 
viewed as a series of social statuses. A necessary precon­
dition for occupancy of certain statuses is the attainment, 
of a given age. A further precondition is socialization. 
Corollary A ; Movement from one status position to the next 
in the continuing sequence, is signaled by some "rite of 
passage." Depending upon the cultural context, this rite 
can be highly formalized or may involve no formal signal 
of passage.
Corollary B : The kinds of status positions occupied by
persons is dependent upon their ability to carry through 
with the expectations associated with those status positions. 
In large measure, age is taken by society as an indicator 
of that ability.
Postulate 2; Concomitant with the movement through 
a series of status positions, there occurs a series of 
transformations of selves which have emergent properties. 
Corollary A ; The plural form of the noun self implies that
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in the course of the life span, individuals occupy many 
statuses some of which run concurrently. Developing from 
the interaction of self and status position is the formation 
of many and varying identities.
Corollary B ; Events occur in the life span that may be 
designated critical incidents. These incidents act to 
inform the individual that he is not what he once was, he 
has changed— he has a new identity.
Corollary C : The ease with which passage into new status
positions occurs is in large measure determined by the con­
ceptions and pre-conceptions the individual has of the new 
status position.
Postulate 3: Because of the vast and complex nature
of culture, no one individual is in a position to experience 
all it has to offer. Therefore, people experience only a 
small segment of their culture. The segment, may be termed 
a subculture.
Corollary A : The individual's life experience is shaped by
the particular subculture within which he is immersed.
Since life experiences are largely composed of status 
experiences, part of the content of statuses will be of a 
subcultural nature.
Postulate 4: Individuals who are of the same or
approximately the same age share a common location in the 
historical social process.
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Corollary A ; While no one is attuned to the meaning and 
consequences of all historical events which occur simultane­
ously with their personal histories, there are, nevertheless, 
events which have an impact upon, and tend to shape the very 
destiny of every man.
Corollary B : Historical events take on different meanings
depending upon an individual's cultural perspective and 
chronological age.
IV. THEORETICAL PROPOSITIONS
1. The more favorably the aged status is defined by 
the subculture, the more positive will be the attitudes 
toward the aged status.
2. The more positive the attitudes toward the aged 
status, the more complete will be the socialization 
process.
3. The more complete the socialization process, the 
more favorable the attitudes toward assuming the aged 
status.
4. The more favorable the attitudes toward assuming 
the aged status, the sooner it will be assumed.
5. The sooner the aged status is assumed, the more 




















This chapter represents an attempt to state explicitly 
the conceptual and theoretical perspectives derived from the 
review of literature. It also serves to provide theoretical 
direction for the research. In addition to a discussion of 
methodological procedures employed, the analytical strategy 
for the empirical part of the dissertation is expressly set 




It has already been observed that the present 
research represents an effort at defining and describing: 
variations in aging within the Negro, French, and Non-French. 
subcultures of a specific area of the state of Louisiana.
The purpose of the present chapter is to describe the tech­
niques employed in determining the areas of the state used 
for the study. Techniques of data collection are described 
and, in addition, a discussion of some problems encountered 
in developing the survey design and carrying out the field 
work is given. Finally, the analysis strategy is elaborated 
along with a discussion of the methods of interpreting data.
II. SAMPLING DESIGN
The sampling procedure followed a modified version
1
of a design suggested by Leslie Kish. The procedure can 
most accurately be designated a proportional, multi-strati­
fied, three-stage sampling of an explicitly defined "sample
^■Leslie Kish, "A Two-Stage Sample of a City,"
American Sociological Review. 17:761-69, December, 1962.
The particular procedure described by Kish was directed 
toward giving every household unit in a city, a designated, 




Since the state of Louisiana was the setting for the
subcultures to be studied, the first step was to examine
census data to determine which parishes (counties) would
provide the best settings from which data could be obtained.
The decision to use the political unit of parish was based
3
primarily on economical considerations.
Before choosing parishes to be included in the sample, 
the initial step was to develop theoretically relevant 
criteria on which to base selections. The criteria were as 
follows:
(1) Include only parishes with a relatively substan­
tial population of aged persons (A parish with a substantial 
aged population was defined as one with at least ten(10) per 
cent over sixty-five years of age). There were twenty-four
4
(24) parishes in the state that met this initial criterion.
2"Sample frame" is a way of saying "universe" more 
precisely. Universe can be defined as the totality of 
possible observation of the same kind. A sample frame is an 
explicit definition of possible observations. In this sense, 
the sample frame is more useful because it allows for con­
venient checking of the validity of a particular sample.
3The present research was financed under a grant from 
the United States Department of Health, Education and Welfare, 
Administration of Aging. The grant allowed a specified 
amount of money for field work which dictated to some extent 
the manner in which the sample was designed.
4The Louisiana State Department of Welfare provided 
population estimates for April 1, 1965. The estimating 
procedure employed by the Department involved applying natural 
increases (resident births over deaths) from April 1, 1960
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(2) Next, from the twenty-four "old" parishes, those
with at least twenty-five (25) per cent Negro population
were chosen. Eighteen (18) of the "old" parishes met this 
5
criterion.
(3) Finhlly, from the eighteen "Negro— old"
parishes, those which contained an urban place were selected 
6
for inclusion. Only twelve (12) parishes met this final 
criterion.
At this point, the parishes selected were stratified 
into those characterized by a French-speaking population and 
those which were predominantly Non-French speaking. Table I 
summarizes some of the basic aggregate data for the parishes 
finally included in the sample frame.
At this juncture, parishes in thip two strata were 
assigned weights based on the number of dwelling units in 
each of the parishes. The number of dwelling units were 
then rounded to the nearest hundredth for purpose of drawing 
the sample. Table II provides data relevant to randomly
to April 1, 1965 to the 1960 census and increasing or 
decreasing the estimate for migration.
5The decision to establish the cut-off point at twenty- 
five per cent is not altogether arbitrary. This cutting 
point should yield a sample large enough for statistical 
manipulation; in addition, the twenty-five per cent plus 
should make the final parishes drawn more representative of 
the total state.
C.°Urban place is defined as an incorporated area with 
a minimum of 2,50 0 permanent residents.
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TABLE I
RELEVANT SAMPLING CHARACTERISTICS 
OF THE PARISHES IN THE SAMPLE FRAME
Parishes Percent Percent Urban Total
Population Population Population** Population* 
65 and over* Non-White**
Strata I 
tion-French T
Claiborne 17.80 50.26 7,696 15,758
De Soto 13.19 57.52 5,839 32,527
East Carroll 11.02 60.97 5,781 13,209
Franklin 10.56 40.58 4,437 23,565
Jackson 10.54 32.39 3,848 15,813
Madison 11.57 64.76 9,413 15,450
Natchitoches 11.70 43.55 13,924 33,306
Richland 10.47 44.32 4,052 21,342
Union 13.71 36.77 2,727 16,175
Winn 12.98 31.15 7,022 15,590
Strata II 
French #
Avoyelles 10.47 27.78 9,445 36,192
Pointe Coupee 10.09 53.67 3,965 20,700
*Louisiana State Department of Public Welfare estimates 
April 1, 1965.
**United States Census of Population, 1960.
#French' speaking people settled these and other parishes 
of Louisiana. Many have maintained the French spoken language. 
(See: Alvin L. Bertrand and Calvin L. Beale, The French and
Non-French in Rural Louisiana, Agricultural Experiment Station 
Bulletin NumE'er 606, (Baton Rouge, Louisiana: Louisiana State
University and Agricultural and Mechanical College, 1965).
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TABLE II
NUMBER OF DWELLING UNITS, CHANCES ALLOWED AND 
PROBABILITY OF BEING INCLUDED IN SAMPLE,
BY PARISHES IN THE INITIAL SAMPLE FRAME
   1-------------------------------
Parishes Total Number Chances of Being Known Probability




Claiborne 6,417 257 .101
De Soto 7,437 297 .117
East Carroll 4,122 165 .065
Franklin 7,302 292 .115
Jackson 4,966 199 .079
Madison 5,055 202 .080
Natchitoches 10,614 425 .168
Richland 6,703 268 .106
Union 5,421 217 .086
Winn 5,263 211 .083
Strata II 
French
Avoyelles 11,445 458 .640
Pointe Coupee 6,456 258 .360
*United States Census of Population, 1960.
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selecting a parish to represent each of the strata.
Cards of equal size marked in a manner to designate a 
particular parish were placed in a box. Each parish had one 
card in the box for each chance it had of being selected into
the sample. Finally, Avoyelles parish was drawn to“represent
the French strata and Natchitoches parish was drawn to 
represent the Non-French strata.
The next procedural step was to divide the two sample 
area parishes into three sub-strata; urban places (incorpo­
rated areas with populations of 2,500 or more), villages 
(incorporated areas with less than 2,500 population) and 
rural wards (all those political units outside the juris- 
dictation of incorporated places). This stage of designing 
the sample involved the computation of probabilities for 
each unit of each strata in the parish of the sample. Table
III provides data on the parish strata.
The same procedure by which the parishes were drawn 
was employed in the selection of villages and rural wards.
One village and three rural wards from each parish were 
selected.
Next, the problem of determining sample size had to be 
solved. In light of reseach goals, it was necessary to 
obtain ample populations of Negroes, French, and Non-French. 
The initial stratification of the parishes into French and 
Non-French was done in order to assure a French as well as 
a Non-French sampling. Thus, the problem was reduced to
47
TABLE III
NUMBER OF DWELLING UNITS, CHANCES ALLOWED AND 
PROBABILITIES OF BEING INCLUDED IN SAMPLE 
OF URBAN PLACES, TOWNS AND RURAL WARDS













Marksville** 1,231 - 1.000
Village Strata
Cottonport 427 17 .221
Evergreen 88 4 .052
Hessmer 117 5 .065
Mansura 427 17 .221
Moreauville 220 9 .117
Plaucheville 62 2 .026
Simmesport 574 23 .299
Rural Wards Strata
One 459 18 .075
Two 968 39 .163
Three 440 18 .075
Four 598 24 .100
Five 406 16 .067




Avoyelles Parish Total Number Chances of Known
of Dwelling Being Probability
Units* Included of Selection
Seven 227 9 .038
Eight 743 30 .126
Nine 778 31 .130
Ten 434 13 .054
Eleven 419 20 .084
Natchitoches Parish
Urban Place Strata
Natchitoches** 3,868 1 1.000
Village Strata
Ashland 42 2 .065
Campti 290 12 .387
Clarance 79 3 .097
Goldonna 81 3 .097
Provencal 158 6 .194
Robelina 86 3 .097
Powhatan 42 2 .065
Rural Wards Strata
One 694 14 .141
Two 462 9 .091
Three 248 5 .051
Pour 593 12 .121
Five 786 16 .162












Seven 175 3 .030
Eight 145 3 .030
Nine 988 20 .202
Ten 621 12 .121
*The total number of dwelling units for Bunkie and 
Marksville was arrived at by using 1966 editions of city 
directories. Since a recent city directory was not available 
for Natchitoches, the number of dwelling units was determined 
by actual count. The number of dwelling units for villages 
was determined by dividing average family unit size into the 
1960 population of each village. Actual count of Simmesport 
showed only a minor discrepancy of less than 2 percent. The 
number of dwelling units for rural wards was determined by 
actual count using topographical maps which are kept correct 
by the Traffic and Planning Section of the Department of 
Highways of the State of Louisiana, Basic information for 
Avoyelles was compiled in 1960, and 1962 for Natchitoches.
**A11 urban places were automatically included in the 
sample. This was necessary in order to obtain a balance of 
rural-urban respondents in the final sample.
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assuring an adequate Negro population. The first step was
to include only parishes with at least a twenty-five per cent
Negro population. The next procedural step was to apply the
formula suggested by Blalock for determining sample size
7
utilizing the variance of the Negro population. This formula 
indicated a sample size of 296 for Avoyelles parish and 310
for Natchitoches.-
Knowing the sample size for each parish and the total 
number of dwelling units in the strata within each parish, it 
became a relatively simple task to distribute the sample 
proportionally among the urban places, villages, and rural 
wards that were finally included in the sample. In Table IV, 
data concerning sample size is provided, in addition to the 
probabilities for each sampling unit being selected into the 
sample.
With the preceding accomplished, the final step was 
the determination of the specific households and individuals 
within the households that would be interviewed. Fortunately,
7Herbert M. Blalock, Jr., Social Statistics. New York: 
McGraw-Hill Book Company, Inc., 1960 pp. 165-7. Blalock 
suggests that the factor (independent variable) which shows 
the greatest variance should be utilized in the formula. In 
the present undertaking the variable of age would show the 
greatest variance, but would yifeld a sample size, much, beyond 
the budget of this research. Thus, it was assumed, given the 
many contingencies of the field work (i.e., interviewing 
during daylight hours should yield a sample over-representative 
of people over 60 years of age) that respondents would be 
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1966 editions of city directories were available for both 
urban places in Avoyelles parish. The directories were an 
invaluable research tool because they contained names and 
street addresses for all dwelling units. All dwelling unit 
street addresses were assigned consecutive numbers. In 
rooming house, each roomer was assigned a number. A com­
puterized random number "generator" chose the numbers for 
the samples in the urban places.
The sampling procedure for the rural wards and 
villages was somewhat'different than that for., urban places 
but, the random selection procedure was maintained. The 
total number of dwelling units in each ward and village were 
known. Once again, random numbers were generated between 
and including the first and Nth dwelling units for each'of 
the wards and villages in the sample. This left only the 
problem of counting households on topographical maps of the 
sample areas and pinpointing the households which corre­
sponded with the random numbers. The counting was accom­
plished by making a random start and counting the dwelling 
units in a systematic serpentine fashion.
After each dwelling unit to be included in the sample 
had been located, the problem of whom to interview in the 
households selected remained to be solved. In light of the 
research objectives, it was deemed necessary to interview 
the oldest individual living in the selected dwelling
8
units. This measure was necessary in order to assure an 
adequate aged (6 0 years of age and over) population. The 
interviewers were directed to adhere to the following prior­
ities in interviewing: (1) Interview aging relative or
roomer only if his chronological age exceeds that of the 
household head. (2) Interview the head of the household.
(3) Interview the spouse of the head of household. (4) 
Interview any adult in the household (Adult, in this 
instance, was defined as any person, eighteen years of age 
or over who resides habitually in the house contacted). The 
interviewers were further instructed that in the event they 
were confronted by a hostile potential interviewee, hostile 
dog, or no one in the house who qualified as a potential 
interviewee, they were to make a note of this fact and pro­
ceed to the first house to the left of the original house 
contacted and attempt to gain permission for an interview. 
(In the case of urban places and villages, the interviewers
were instructed to move left and in a clockwise direction
9
around blocks until they obtained an interview).
8see Chapter V for a discussion of the relevance of 
age groups for the analyses of datat. and verification of the 
theoretical propositions.
^By employing this procedure the sampling design 
becomes, in effect, judgemental. This replacement procedure 
was employed for two reasons: first, because of the
prohibitive cost of making return trips in order to obtain 
an interview at a specific household; also, since the 
procedure was systematized, interviewer bias in household 
selection was eliminated.
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III. TECHNIQUES OF DATA COLLECTION
The primary instrument of data collection was a struc­
tured interview schedule. (See Appendix B) Interviewers 
were instructed to go beyond the questions in the schedule 
when they happened to interview a particularly lucid respondt- 
ent. Also, interviewers were advised to make assessments of 
interviews which were, in any way, unusual. Graduate students 
in the Department of Sociology, Louisiana State University 
were employed as interviewers. Two additional student inter­
viewers were employed to conduct interviews in French when 
10
necessary.
The interview schedule was carefully pretested in order 
to avoid ambiquity, as well as redundancy in questions. Many 
questions were refined and others were eliminated as a result 
of this procedure.
The nature of the sampling design and the techniques 
used to gather data produced several problems in the 
implementation of the field work. These problems are dis­
cussed in the next section.
IV. SOME PROBLEMS ENCOUNTERED IN OBTAINING DATA
Research, especially the variety conducted by socio­
logists, can oftentimes be highly frustrating. In some cases,
•^In some instances respondents could speak only French. 
In these cases the interviews were conducted in French. In
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decisions concerning field work strategy have to be made all
to rapidly. Such was the case in the present research. In
the first few days of field work,'it became readily apparent
that a replacement procedure would have to be employed in
order to make up for refusals, empty houses, or no one at
11
the house contacted who could qualify as an interviewee.
The replacement strategy employed was formulated while
the writer and the interviewer teams were in the field.
One problem, for which there were no controls, was the
interviewer’s ability or inability to interpret accurately
the topographical maps which were used for locating sample
households. On a few occasions interviewers reported no
existing house at the point designated on the maps. The
writer worked with each interviewer in the teams at least one
day while in the field in order to assess their respective
abilities at map interpretation. On these occasions, in the
writer's judgement, their interpretations were unquestionably 
12
accurate.
most cases, however, there was usually an English speaking 
person in the household available to act as interpreter.
^While there were extremely low rates of refusals, 
(approximately 12 for Avoyelles parish and 18 for Natchi­
toches) many people were not at home. Because of this, 
"replacements were at a rate of approximately one (1) for 
every four (4) houses contacted by the interviewers.
12On another occasion, the writer double-checked a 
team of interviewers on their accuracy in locating households. 
This check was prompted because the team in question had 
finished their quota of interviewing for the day unusually 
fast. To the writer's surprise, they had interviewed each 
household designated to be visited on that particular day.
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One final problem, which was the cause of much 
concern, did not develop until the latter weeks of the field 
work. As a standard procedure, the writer, acting as prô - 
ject director, contacted each local governmental body that 
had jurisdiction over the area wherein interviews would be 
conducted. In most cases, this was a simple formality done 
in order to maintain good relations and elicit support in 
the project. In all but one case, this phase of the work 
was accomplished with ease.
In "Small Town," field work came to a sudden and 
abrupt halt. Following standard procedure, the project 
director called upon the mayor of this town. The mayor was 
told of the objectives of the study and the manner in which 
interviews would be conducted. At this point, the mayor 
appeared to become uneasy. He explained, "the project sounds 
alright to me, but we have a law against soliciting." After 
a tedious discussion in which the writer attempted to con­
vince the mayor that the study could hardly be subsumed under 
the anti-soliciting statute, he volunteered to accompany the 
writer to visit the chairman of the city council. After a 
period of discussion, the mayor and council chairman corn- 
cluded that the study was harmless and the interviewers 
could begin work immediately.
Much relieved, the project director deployed the 
interview teams and set about with his teammate to locate 
their first interviews. Fifteen minutes after the project
director had begun his interview with a feeble, seventy year 
old Negro lady, he was hailed from outside the house by the 
town marshal.
This gentlemen informed the writer that he and his 
interviewers were breaking the law. After carefully explain­
ing to the lawman that permission had been granted by the 
mayor and the city council chairman, the project director 
was informed that, "They make the laws, but it is my job to 
enforce them." He went on further by saying, "A couple of 
months ago some men masquerading as cripples were selling 
pistols to the 'niggers! I busted that up— you know, you 
can't ever be too sure." (This whole conversation took 
place with the lawman leaning leisurely against one of the 
Louisiana State University vehicles that was being used in 
the project.)
Agreeing that one could never be too sure, the project 
director produced letters of introduction and proceeded to 
attempt to convince the lawman, that the study possessed 
legitimate objectives and was harmless. A plea for the 
advancement of scientific knowledge seemed to be of no avail. 
After a while, however, he relented and suggested that the 
writer accompany him to see the city council chairman. (Note 
the mayor was omitted from this conference). In the ensuing 
conference, the council chairman seemed uneasy and tended to 
agree with every point raised by the marshal. It became 
obvious that the pinnacle of the community power structure
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was occupied by the marshal. In a final desperate plea, the 
project director emplored the lawman to tell him who he could 
see to gain permission to do the field work. In confidence, 
the marshal informed this writer that if a certain political 
figure in a nearby town gave his approval, then the field 
work could be carried through.
That afternoon the project director gained an audience 
with the individual the lawman had designated, and success­
fully received his approval. In the presence of the writer, 
he telephoned the marshal and told him, "These boys are O.K.; 
let them do their study - I'll vouch for them."
Quite unwittingly, this writer had gained considerable 
insight into the power structure of "Small Town." This, 
however, was not the end of the problem. In the days that 
followed, it became apparent that "Small Town," a town with 
approximately seventy-five per cent of it's population Negro, 
was governed, controlled, and“seemingly intimidated by one 
man - the marshal. In this town, the interviewers were met 
with the highest refusal rate encountered among whites at 
any time in the study. Also, interviews with Negro respond­
ents were the least informative of any taken during the field 
13
work.
13Shortly after an interview commenced with a Negro 
respondent^ in "Small Town'," it degenerated into a sad game 
in which he attempted to detect how "white folks" wanted a 
question answered. Again, a decision had to be made. 
Considering the quality of interviews being obtained, the
V. TECHNICAL STRATEGY
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In Chapter III, five propositions were set fourth
which seem generative of hypotheses. This section contains
a discussion of some basic statistical techniques employed
in the testing of the hypotheses.
Hypotheses were developed out of the theoretical
propositions by substituting empirical indicators for the
14
determinent and result in each propositional statement.
An explication of these empirical indicators developed for 
the present research may be found in Appendix C.
Multiple indicators were utilized in the testing of 
each proposition. This procedure was employed in order to 
check the reliability of the respective empirical indicators. 
It was also used to avoid the obvious problems of claiming 
that one specific item or indicator was a valid measure of 
the phenomenom in question.
project director moved the teams to the next sample area.
The field work was completed with 577'interviews, 33 
short of the goal. Of these, 10 were to have been taken in 
"Small Town." The other 23 were omitted from the analysis, 
either because the respondents terminated the interview 
before the schedule was completed, or the schedules were 
not properly identified.
•^For a discussion of determinants and results in 
theoretical propositions see; Hans L. Zetterburg, On 
Theory and Verification in Sociology. Totowa, New Jersey; 
The Bedminister press, 1965, pp. 88-90.
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The statistical problem was one of determining the 
relationship of the determinant indicator to the result 
indicator. For example, proposition I reads, "The more 
favorably the aged status is defined by the subculture, the 
more positive will be the attitudes toward the aged status." 
In this example, the determinant is the subcultural defini­
tion, the result is the attitude toward'the aged status. One 
of the empirical indicators substituted for the determinant 
in this instance was "Are old people left out of things?"—  
are the elderly subculturally defined as being excluded from 
most activities. An empirical indicator substituted for 
the result, was "Do you think you will be especially flus­
tered about not being able to do the things you now do when 
you get old?"— do the young perceive limitations on involve­
ment in various activities as potentially frustrating for 
them when they become old.
The hypothesis employing these two indicators was,
"If the position of the aged is subculturally defined as 
one excluded from most activities, then the young will 
perceive limitations on involvement in various activities 
as potentially frustrating for them when they become old."
For this hypothesis to be tenable a significant proportion 
of the respondents would have to (1) possess a view of the 
position of the aged in a positive light and view limitation 
on activities as not frustrating or (2) view the position 
of the aged negatively and limitation on activities as
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frustrating. In other words, the statistical problem here 
is to determine whether or not the cases which fall under 
the "positive— positive," or "negative— negative" are pro­
portionately more than those cases which negate the relation­
ship.
The appropriate statistical tool for testing this 
problem of proportions is a single sample test of the dif­
ference of proportions. This test, sometimes referred to 
as the "Z" is directed toward determining to what degree
a particular sample deviates from that which would be
15
expected in a normal distribution. If the hypothesis 
predicts direction, then a significant finding would be one 
in which the "Z" value is in the direction predicted. This 
statistic is, however, appropriate since the kind of prob­
lem cited, involves a dichotomized nominal scale and, also, 
because no assumptions of normality may be made in some 
cases. The appropriateness of this measure will become 
clearer in the analyses chapter.
In those propositions where the hypotheses are made 
up of indicators of an interval level of measurement, 
another statistical test is appropriate. This test is the 
difference of means test, sometimes referred to as the "t". 
Essentially it tells the researchers whether or not there 
is a significant difference between the populations from
Hubert M. Blalock, Jr., Social Statistics. (New 
York: McGraw-Hill Book Company, Inc., 1960J , pp.' 149-152.
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which two samples are drawn.
Since the research focusses on three distinguishable
subcultures, each proposition in effect implies that
differences may be expected among the subcultures. For
example, it may be found that one subculture views, or
defines the aged status negatively while another defines
the aged status positively. Thus it would seem important
to determine whether or not these differences are a function
of chance fluctuation in the sample, or do the subcultures
account for the differences. The statistical test which
seems appropriate in this instance is the chi-square, the
results of which tells the researcher if each subculture
may be viewed as a separate population from the other sub-
17
cultures with respect to a specific variable.
It would seem important to be able to determine to 
what degree the subcultures account for a particular distri­
bution of nominally scaled attitudes or other similar 
variables. The appropriate statistic in this instance, an
Ibid., pp. 144-149. The "t" distribution is 
conventionaTTy used in favor of the "Z" distribution when 
N — 30. The practical value of this test is in situations 
where the researcher has small samples and where a normal 
population may safely be assumed.
17For a comprehensive discussion of the properties 
of the Chi-Square test of association see; A.E. Maxwell, 
Analysing Qualitative Data, ;(New' York: John Wiley and Sons,
Inc., 1961) .
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extension of the chi-square, is the contingency coeffi- 
18
cient. This statistic is uniquely useful when the 
researcher has nominal scale information on one or both sets 
of variables, (i.e., nominal data for the independent and/or 
the dependent variables). That is, it is useful when infor­
mation about attributes consists of unordered series of 
frequencies. Thus, the contingency coefficient (the "C" 
value) tells the researcher how much of the value of the 
dependent variable is accounted for by the independent or 
determinant variable.
In summary, it must be remembered that no single 
proposition is ever so conclusively verified that it is an 
invariance for all times, or under all conditions. This is 
why it seems important to state the propositions within a 
framework of a larger set of theoretical propositions which 
form an inventory that takes into account all the variables 
which can be controlled. In this manner, when data are 
brought to bear which lend support to one proposition, it 
in effect makes tenable all the other propositions in the 
inventory thus lending credibility to the overall theory.
18Sidney Siegel, Nonparametric Statistics for the 
Behavioral Sciences, '(TSlew"York: McGraw-tiill" Book1 Company
Inc., 1956) , " p p 198-202.
CHAPTER V
CHARACTERISTICS AND SUBCULTURAL NAtTURE 
OF THE SAMPLE POPULATION
I. INTRODUCTION
This chapter is designed to set the stage for the 
analyses of data and interpretation of findings. It includes 
a brief description of the sample population and subcultures 
under study.
Since basic demographic characteristics are treated 
elsewhere, (see Chapter IV and Appendix A) the main focus of 
this chapter is on those characteristics which have relevance 
for the analyses, but are not necessarily major independent 
variables. First, the relevance of the Age Composition of 
the sample is discussed. Then, the following characteristics 
of interviewees (and families) are described: Family
Composition and Size, Intergenerational Relationships of 
Family Members, Economic Activities and Condition of Families, 
Family Health Expenditures, Respondents' Participation in 
Religious Organizations, and Respondents1 Participation in 
Voluntary Organizations.
In the second part of this chapter the concppt of sub­
culture is discussed and operationally defined. It is then 
shown that the concept has analytical utility for differenti­
ating between the Negro, French, and Non-French within the
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study population. This approach provides the reader with a 
perspective for the interpretations of findings reported in 
the chapters that follow.
II. DESCRIPTION OF THE SAMPLE
Age composition of the Sample. Two of the proposi­
tions are statements of the relationship of subcultural 
definitions of the aged status to attitudes toward becoming 
old, and the relationship of these attitudes to socialization 
into the aged status. Since the process reflected by these 
propositions was believed to occur prior to the onset of 
agedness, it was also necessary to interview "young" respond­
ents. Therefore, the sampling procedure was designed to
obtain a population representative of the sample frame (uni- 
1
verse) on age.
After the field work was completed, the sample was 
found to be representative of the sample frame on age. The 
size of age categories are shown in Table V. Since the 
sample is relatively large and representative, it can be 
assumed that reliable conclusions may be drawn relative to 
those propositions which focus on the processes which occur 
prior to the onset of agedness as well those which occur 
after old age is reached.
See Table I of Appendix A for a comparison of the 
sample obtained and the sample frame of age by ten year 
intervals.
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Family Composition and Size. Of the 577 interviews 
completed, 286 (49.6%) were conducted with the heads of house­
holds. The majority (77.3%) of household heads were male. 
Females classified as household heads were those who lived 
alone or resided with other females or invalid males.
TABLE V
AGE COMPOSITION OF THE SAMPLE
Age Categories N %
"Young'' (age 18-39) 164 28.4
"Middle-Aged" (age 40-59) 209 36.2 —
"Old" (age 60+) 204 35.4
Totals 577 1 0 0 . 0
The number of people residing in households of 
respondents ranged from one to thirteen. Sixty per cent of 
them resided in households with four or more persons. Only 
forty-two (7.2%) respondents lived in homes with as many as 
seven or more other occupants. Two adults were found in 
the households where most of the interviews (63.4%) were 
conducted. In 107 households there were three or more 
adults reported as permanent residents. Children seventeen 
years of age or younger were found in 280 (48.5%) homes.
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Intergenerational living arrangements existed in only 
thirty homes where interviews were taken. The most frequent 
type of intergenerational living arrangement found, may be 
described as a nuclear family with an aged relative of the 
husband or wife living in the household. The other most 
frequent arrangement type was an aged individual living with 
an adult kinsman other than a son or daughter.
Intergenerational Relationships of Family Members.
The interviewees included 373 respondents under sixty years 
of age. Of this number, only 176 (47.2%) indicated that 
their father was still living, while 233 (62.5%) said their 
mother was still alive. Knowledge of these facts makes 
possible a consideration of the visitation patterns of 
respondents with their parent(s). Information concerning 
frequency of visits with parent(s) is given in Table VI. 
Interestingly, despite a relatively frequent pattern of 
visitation with parent(s), less than half of the respondents 
said they performed regular services for them. Of the 127 
(49.0%) respondents reporting that they performed regular 
services, seventy-three (57.5%) said these services prima­
rily involved housework and/or yardwork. The second most 
frequent service performed was providing transportation for 
parents to shop, visit the doctor, or attend church. Thirty- 
five (27.6%) of the interviewees provided this service for 
their parents.
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Approximately two-fifths of the respondents under 
sixty years of age with living parent(s), revealed that they 
advised their parents on what they (the children) considered 
to be difficult problems. They tended to term their advice 
as "advice in general" or, advice concerning financial and 
business affairs.
TABLE VI
FREQUENCY OF VISITATION WITH PARENT(S) BY 
RESPONDENTS UNDER SIXTY YEARS OF AGE ■
Frequency N %_
At least once a month 206 82.4
At least twice a year, 
but less than once a month 28 1 1 . 2
No more than once a year 12 • CO
Not in the last three years 4 1.6
250* 1 0 0 . 0
*123 respondents under sixty years of age reported no 
living parents.
Information was collected relative to the frequency 
with which respondents over sixty years of age visited their 
children. It is of interest to note that parents visited 
their children less frequently than children visited their 
parents. Sixty-five (40.3%) of the 161 interviewees over 
sixty years of age who had children went to visit them at
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least once a month, while ninety-one (56.5%) said their 
children came to visit them at least this often.
It was reported by the interviewees over sixty years 
of age who-had children, that the most frequent service per­
formed for them by their children was housework and/or yard- 
work. There was, however, a discrepancy between the percen­
tage reporting that their children performed services for 
them, (33.5%) and the percentage of respondents under sixty 
years of age who reported performing services for thier 
parents (49.0%). The same sort of discrepancy existed in 
the matter of advice giving. Only eighteen per cent of the 
respondents over sixty years of age who had adult children 
reported receiving advice from them. By contrast, forty-one 
per cent of young respondents said they gave advice to their 
parents. It seems that while the cultural value of helping 
parents may be espoused, it does not exist in actual 
practice to the same degree, at least from the point of view 
of the aged. This fact seems to be a clue to the whole 
problem of intergenerational relationships. There exist 
prevailing normative guidelines for these kinds of relation­
ships, but the extent to which they are adhered to is less 
than the ideal.
The sixty year old plus group among the interviewees 
admitted a relatively high frequency of visitations with 
other relatives besides children. Forty-nine per cent of 
the older respondents said they visited their sib and other
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kinfolk at least once every six months. The largest per­
centage (33.7%) of these visits was with their sib. Visits, 
for the most part, were reported to be purely for social 
satisfaction.
Economic Activities and Condition of Families. The 
wages and salaries of respondents and/or heads of households 
were the primary sources of their families income. Sixty- 
five per cent of all respondents indicated that this was 
their sole source of finances. Eighty-six respondents said 
they received part of their family income from savings and 
investments. Rent property was reported to be a source 
of family income for fifty respondents. Twenty-four per 
cent of all the interviewees were recipients of Social 
Security benefits. This means that approximately sixty- 
eight per cent of all respondents over sixty years of age 
received some Social Security benefits. In addition, 
twenty per cent of all respondents interviewed said that 
they received Old Age Assistance. A small minority of 
interviewees (5.7%) said their income was from a retirement 
plan they had participated in while still active in the 
labor force.
At the time interviews were conducted, only 202 
respondents said they were employed. Reasons for not being 
employed included, housewife duties, 189 (32.8%) retirement, 
112 (19.4%) never have worked-kept house, forty-two
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2
(7.3%) or sick, disabled, could not get a job, or were 
students, thirty-two (5.5%). In 195 (33.8%) of the house­
holds where interviews were conducted, there were no persons 
employed outside the home. Sixty-eight interviewees indi­
cated that two or more adults in the home were employed 
on jobs away from home.
Two-hundred and forty-four (42.3%) of the inter*- 
viewees revealed that meeting family expenses was always 
a problem. By contrast, few (12.1%) respondents said they 
never had any difficulty meeting expenses. Thus it may 
be concluded that family economic contingencies were a 
problem in a majority of cases.
Family Health Expenditures. "Comment sa va!," or 
"How are you," a typical greeting among the French speaking 
people of Louisiana reflects, in some ways, the concern the 
people in this area seemed to have about their health and 
the health of their families. Annual expenditures for 
medical bills ranged from no expense to annual expenses in 
excess of $1 ,0 0 0 .
Twenty-seven per cent of the respondents reported 
a need for additional health care. Most of these individ*- 
uals said their present medical insurance was inadequate, 
or they just could not afford the cost of doctor's bills 
or medicines. However, forty-nine per cent of all those
2Respondents'in this category were either widows or 
women over sixty years of age who had never married.
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included in the study revealed that their medical cost were 
paid by them without the assistance of health insurance.
One hundred and ninety-eight (34.3%) respondents 
indicated that within the preceding three years, they had 
experienced an illness, injury, or other health condition 
that kept them from carrying out their routine activities.
Of these, 134 (66,7%) had been hospitalized.
Respondent1s Participation in Religious Organizations. 
The interviewees may be characterized as religious, if church 
membership can be taken as an indicator of religiosity. 
Five-hundred and forty (93.6%) respondents stated that they 
were affiliated with one or another religious denomination. 
Table VII shows the denominations to which respondents 
claimed membership. Furthermore, most respondents revealed 
that they attended church regularly (every week) or 
occasionally (at least once a month). Only thirteen per cent 
stated that they rarely or never attended church.
Respondent1s Participation in Voluntary Organizations. 
In general, the interviewees may be characterized as "non­
joiners." With the exception of fraternal organizations, 
(e.g., Masonic Order, Eastern Star, Isaac and Rebecca,
Knights of Columbus, etc.) there was little voluntary 
organization participation. Only fifty-three (9.1%) res­
pondents revealed membership in organiztions of this type.
Participation intensity for interviewees who did 
claim membership in a voluntary organization was usually no
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more than regular attendance at meetings. Altogether, just 
thirty-one offices in organizations were held by respondents. 
Ten of the offices reported were held by one man— the mayor 
of an urban place where interviews were conducted.
TABLE VII
NUMBER AND PER CENT OF RESPONDENTS CLAIMING 






Holiness, or Church of God 7 1.2





No Membership or no response 36 6.2
Totals 577 100.0
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III. NEGRO, FRENCH AND NON-FRENCH 
SUBCULTURE: THE "ARGUMENT"
In Chapter I, a discussion of the position of the aged 
in non-literate and industrial societies was followed by the 
assertion that the purpose of this dissertion was to 
examine age and aging in terms of subculture units of anal­
yses. The empirical application of subculture is, however, 
quite difficult.
While subculture differences exist each subculture 
is still a part of a larger culture. Thus, a subculture by 
definition must exhibit differences from other subcultures 
and the culture whole, but at the same time similarities 




DIAGRAM OF SUBCULTURES WITHIN CULTURAL WHOLE 
It is implicit in the diagram that no subculture takes in the
3total culture. This fact tends to make more difficult the
^It is further implied in the diagram that there are
individuals in S. who tend to be more S„ or S„ than; S, . It1 2 3 1
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problem of analyzing subcultures.
Previous research provided the clue that the Negro,
French and Non-French represented distinguishable subcultures 
4
in Louisiana. Next, since the implicit focus is on the 
impact which a subculture has upon the aging process, it 
seemed important to isolate those elements of subculture 
which may have an effect upon aging. The major insti­
tutional spheres of the economy, religion, and kinship 
relations are of central concern in this respect. Apprecia­
ble differences were, in fact, found to exist among the Negro, 
French, and Non-French in these conections. This is evi­
denced by the following data.
5
The Negro. Typically the Negro was poorly educated,
is also true that there are members of S2 who are more S3 
or more Si than S2 , etc.. Yet they are distinguishable 
because of some major subcultural trait which transcends 
elements of the other subcultures.
4C.f., Alvin L. Bertrand, The Many Louisianas; Rural 
Social Areas and Cultural Islands, Agricultural Experiment 
Station Bulletin Number 496^ (Baton Rouge, Louisiana: 
Louisiana State University and Agricultural and Mechanical 
College, 1955); J. Hardy Jones, Jr., and Vernon J. Parenton, 
"The People of Frilot Cove: A Study of Racial Hybrids,"
American Journal of Sociology, 57:145-49, September, 1951; 
Vernon J. Parenton, and Roland J. Pellegrin, "The Sabines:
A study of Racial Hybrids in a Louisiana Coastal Parish," 
Social Forces, 29:148-54, December, 1950.
^The problem of classifying people as Negroes was 
sometimes difficult, inasmuch, as many were fair-skined 
and exhibited no physical traits associated with the 
Negro classification. In these cases, the interviewers 
were instructed to listen for verbal clues (i.e., "We 
Negroes," "as a Negro I...," etc.) which would tell them 
how the respondent identified himself. Thus, in marginal
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if educated at all. Only thirty-eight per cent of the Negro 
respondents had completed more than six years of formal edu­
cation. Of all the Negroes in the sample, less than two per 
cent had graduated from a college, seventy per cent were 
employed in menial occupations, and eighty-four per cent 
earned less than $3,000 annually per family unit. It would 
seem that the nature of his activity within the labor force, 
coupled with minimum monetary rewards, provided little 
incentive for the Negro to remain economically productive.
Frequency of church attendance and visitation patterns 
by church officials was taken as an indicator of religious 
involvement or preoccupation. The Negro ranked higher than 
the French and Non-French in this connection. Eighty-six 
per cent of young and old (sixty years of age and over) 
alike said they attended church at least once a month. Of 
all Negro respondents over sixty years of age, forty-two 
per cent said they were visited by church officials on a 
monthly basis. An unsolicited response by an aged Negro 
woman provided some insight into the place of religion in 
her life. She stated that, "If I trust in the Lord, He 
won't take me to the old folk's home. If you go there, they 
take your money and wait 'til God kills you." An aged Negro 
man accounted for his longivity by stating that he had lived
cases, classification was based on self-identification. 
Essentially, the same procedure was followed in the classi­
fication of French-speaking Negroes.
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a "Christian life." By contrast, religiously related 
comments were made infrequently by French and Non-French 
respondents.
Frequency of visitation with relatives and children 
was treated as an index of kinship solidarity with regards 
to the aged. The Negro ranked relatively high on this index. 
While only one-half of the Negro respondents over sixty years 
of age said they visited their children at least once a 
month, over seventy per cent cited frequent (at least 
monthly) visits with relatives. The lower rate of visitation 
with children was often accounted for because their children 
had immigrated to metropolitan areas of the Northern and 
Western states.
The French. The French were also relatively une­
ducated, yet sixty-nine per cent had completed six or more 
years of formal education. However, only eight per cent of 
the French interviewees said they had graduated from a 
college. While fifteen per cent were employed in menial 
occupations, twenty-four per cent stated that they were 
engaged in professional, managerial, or proprietary 
occupations. Although there were many low-income French 
interviewees, fifty-six per cent revealed that their 
family earnings exceeded $3,000 annually.
• Among the French, church attendance was reported as 
high, with eighty-eight per cent indicating at least monthly 
attendance. This high rate of attendance may be partially
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explained by the fast that the French were predominantly 
members of the Catholic church, a church in which attendance 
is strongly encouraged. Few French respondents over sixty 
years of age reported regular visitation by church officials, 
however. Only one-fifth said they had been visited by an 
official of the church within the past year.
The French exhibited the highest degree of kinship 
solidarity with regard to the aged. Eightynfour per cent 
of aged French respondents said they were visited by their 
children at least once a month. Visits with other relatives 
was also quite high with seventy-seven per cent indicating 
at least monthly visits. Thus, the aged seemed to be well 
integrated into the French family.
The Non-French. The Non-French population, pre­
dominantly of Anglo-Saxon extraction, were more educated in 
terms of more school years completed than either the Negro 
or the French. Seveiity-nine per cent of them had com­
pleted more than six years of school and fourteen per cent 
were college graduates. Also, the Non-French tended to 
occupy the more prestigious jobs within the community. 
Twenty-seven per cent were, employed in professional, 
managerial, and proprietary occupations as contrasted to 
twenty-four per cent for French and four per cent for Negroes. 
The Non-French were included in the $9,000 or more annual 
income bracket more frequently. Seventeen per cent of the 
Non-French respondents earned more than $9,000 annually, as
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contrasted to six per cent of the French respondents and 
less than two per cent of the Negroes. These findings seem 
to suggest that there was a greater incentive for the Non- 
French to remain economically active.
Church attendance among Non-French respondents was, 
by comparison, nominal. Only sixty-five per cent of them 
stated they attended church at least once a month. Approxi­
mately one-fourth of the aged, said they had been visited 
by church officials within the past year. It would seem 
that matters of a religious nature were, when contrasted to 
the Negro and French, only of secondary concern for many of 
the Non-French respondents.
Thirty-four per cent of the Non-French respondents 
over sixty years of age said they were visited by their 
children at least once a month. This is quite striking when 
compared to the relatively high degree of family solidarity 
exhibited in the French and Negro family. The aged in this 
subculture, seem to occupy a relatively atomized position 
within the kinship structure.
IV. SUMMARY
This chapter provides a description of some basic 
characteristics of the total study population, and contains 
data related to subcultural variations in the Negro, French, 
and Non-French populations. Figure II summarizes these 
differences. There seems to be a consistent patterning of
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of behavior characteristics within the subcultures related 









Socio-Economic Status L M H
Religiousity H M L
Family Solidarity H H L
H = High, M - Medium, L = Low
FIGURE 3
SUBCULTURAL DIFFERENCES IN INSTITUTIONAL 
SOCIAL PARTICIPATION
Insofar as variable institutional participation may 
be taken as an indicator of the existence of subcultures, 
the Negro, French, and Non-French constitute relatively 
discreet subcultures in the present instance. However, if 
the concept of subculture is to be treated as an heuristic 
device in the study of human aging, it must be shown to 





In this chapter the empirical tests of the theo­
retical propositions proffered for the study are outlined.
A special feature of the methodological procedure' followed 
is that the theoretical propositions to be tested form a 
sequential chain. In this procedure the result (dependent 
variable) of one proposition becomes the determinant 
(independent variable) of the next proposition in the 
sequence. Because of this type of interrelationship, 
verification of the inventory of five propositions is easier 
than the verification of any single proposition. That is, 
if any one proposition is found tenable, then each of the
other four propositions, because of their interrelationships
1
are also made tenable.
The discussion for this chapter is organized around: 
(1 ) the introduction of the propositions, and (2 ) the 
testing of hypotheses developed for each in turn. These 
hypotheses are derived by stating certain assumed causal
■̂ ■For a discussion of the ordering of sociological 
propositions see: Hans L. Zetterburg, On Theory and
Verification in Sociology. (Totowa, New Jersey: The
Bedminster Press, 1965), pp. 87-100.
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relationships among various empirical indicators. These 
empirical indicators are described when they are used in 
the analyses.
II. PROPOSITION I: THE MORE FAVORABLE THE AGED STATUS
IS DEFINED BY THE SUBCULTURE, THE MORE POSITIVE 
WILL BE THE ATTITUDES TOWARD THE AGED STATUS.
For Proposition I, two empirical indicators of the 
determinant and four indicators of the result were devel­
oped. These indicators, in the form of questions, were 
designed to get at: (1 ) a subcultural definition of the
aged status, and (2 ) attitudes toward the aged status. 
Specifically, those -questions aimed at discovering the sub­
cultural definitions were designed to assess how respond­
ents viewed the position of the aged and how they felt old 
people were as role partners. The questions were: "Do you
feel that old people are left out of things?" and; "Do you 
feel that old people are difficult to get along with?" A 
"yes" response to these questions would indicate a negative 
definition of the aged status; that is, the aged occupy 
atomized social positions with reference to various kinds 
of activities, and the aged are undesirable role partners.
A "no" response would indicate a positive definition of 
the aged status; that is, the aged are integrated into most 
activities, and are desirable role partners. In this 
instance, the types of activities that old people might
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be excluded from and the conditions of interaction in which 
they might be viewed as undesirable were unspecified.
Questions designed to assess attitudes toward the
aged status were directed toward the individual's personal
feelings about becoming aged. The first attitudinal
question was, "What is your first feeling about getting
old?" Responses classified as positive were those in which
the interviewees said they looked forward to becoming old,
they did not worry about it, or they thought for some
reason the aged status was more desirable than their
present status. Negative attitudes or negative responses
were those in which the interviewees said they were not
happy about the prospects of becoming old. They thought
the aged-status would probably be less desirable than their
2
present status.
The second attitudinal item developed was: "How do
you think you would react if you were old and had to live 
with a relative?" A positive response to this item would 
be one in which the respondents viewed intergenerational 
living arrangements as desirable or not conducive of con­
flict. In other words, they would be happy to live with
^in analyzing responses to this question it was 
found that many answers were predominantly neutral in 
nature. This has some significance which is discussed 
later, but these responses were excluded from the final 
analyses for the sake of simplicity.
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rela.ti.ves. A negative response would be one in which the 
respondents stated that intergenerational living arrange­
ments would be undesirable or conducive of conflict.
The third attitudinal item employed was designed to 
determine the interviewees affective response to the 
possibility of living in an old folks' home. A positive 
response was one in which the interviewee saw this living 
arrangement as desirable. He felt he would be happy 
to live in an old folks' home. A negative response was one 
in which the interviewee envisioned this as an undesirable 
living arrangement of old age.
The fourth attitudinal item dealt with how the 
interviewees thought they would react to the actual status 
of being old. The question was, "Do you think you will be 
especially flustered about not being able to do the things 
you now do when you get old?" Did they think the infirmi­
ties of old age would be frustrating to them. A "yes" 
response would indicate a negative preconception, while a 
"no" response was treated as a positive attitude toward 
aging.
Thus the four items developed were designed to 
assess the following attitudes: (1 ) the respondents'
generalized preconception of the aged status, (2 ) the 
respondents' attitudes toward two specific types of living 
arrangements found among the aged, and (3) attitudes toward 
the potentially frustrating aspects of agedness.
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By combining the two indicators (or questions) which 
focus on the position of the aged with the four attitudinal 
items, eight different hypotheses concerning the relation­
ship of subcultural definitions (determinant) and attitudes
3
(result) were developed. Findings relevant to these.hypo­
theses are discussed in the sections to follow.
Hypothesis 1: ]L£ the aged are subculturally.defined
as unamicable role partners, then the young will tend to ex­
hibit 'negative attitudes toward becoming aged. Data in Table
TABLE VIII
DATA RELEVANT TO HYPOTHESIS ONE 
OF PROPOSITION I
Attitude Item
First Feeling About Getting Old 
Subcultural Definition Negro French Non-French
P N P N . P N
"Are old people







Z=-.2124(ns) Z=1.2506(ns) Z = .2910(ns)
3It should be pointed out that data used to test the 
hypotheses under Proposition I and II are drawn from inter­
views conducted with only those respondents under sixty years 
of age. Conversely, data from interviewees over sixty years 
of age are used to test Propositions III, IV and V since these 
propositions focus on a process believed to occur during and 
after the onset of old age.
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VIII does.not provide too much support for this hypothesis. 
Only in the case of the French and Non-French is the direc­
tion predicted, substantiated. That is, positive values of 
"Z" indicate that more interviewees responded in a manner 
supportive of the hypothesis than not. However, the score 
is not statistically significant at an accepted level of 
confidence.
Hypothesis 2i the aged are subculturally defined
as being unamicable role partners, then the young will tend 
to view intergenerational living arrangements negatively. 
Data is presented in Table IX related to how attitudes 
toward intergenerational living arrangements vary among the 
subcultures when the subcultural definition indicator is 
controlled. In this connection, the hypothesis is not
TABLE IX




















Z=-1.9754(ns) Z=2.7452 . Z=-l.2214(ns)
P^.01
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supported by the findings among the Negro and Non-French. 
The findings for the French show more than half of these 
respondents held a negative definition of the aged status 
and a negative attitude toward becoming old. This accounts 
for the " Z" value being significant at the .01 level.
Hypothesis 3̂: If the aged are subculturally defined
as unamicable role partners, then living in the relative 
generational isolation of a home for the aged will be 
viewed as desirable by the young. There is little support 
of this hypothesis except among Negro respondents. In this 
instance, while the direction predicted in the hypothesis 
is substantiated by the findings it is not significant at a 
conventional level of confidence.
TABLE X
DATA RELEVANT TO HYPOTHESIS THREE OF PROPOSITION I
Attitude Item
"How would you react to living 





"Are old people 











Z=l.1168(ns) Z=-.5778(ns) Z= .4054(ns)
88
Hypothesis _4: If_ the aged are subculturally defined
as unamicable role partners, then the young will perceive
limitations on involvement in various activities as poten­
tially frustrating for them when they become old. There is, 
strong support for this hypothesis. As shown in Table XI, 
the difference of proportions tests for the Negro, French, 
and Non-French alike, are significant at the .05 level or 
greater. Thus, a perception of limitations on involvement
TABLE XI
DATA RELEVANT TO HYPOTHESIS FOUR 
OF PROPOSITION I
Attitude Item
"Do you think you will be flustered
by not being able to do the things















Z=2.1098 P^.05 Z=4 .4682 Z=3.5932
P-£.001 P^.001
in various activites as frustrating, is closely correlated 
with a negative subcultural definition of the aged status.
Hypothesis. 5̂  Tf the position of the aged is sub­
culturally defined as one excluded from most activities,
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then the young will tend to have a negative attitude toward 
becoming old. Evidence for the acceptance of this hypo­
thesis is provided in Table XII. It is readily seen that 
the majority of responses by the French and Non-French
TABLE XII
DATA RELEVANT TO HYPOTHESIS FIVE 
OF PROPOSITION I
Attitude Item








"Are old people 










Z* .3650 (ns) Z=2.0172 P<s.05 Z=2.9626
P^.01
interviewees fall in the cell which designates both a 
negative definition and a negative attitude. This is not 
so clear in the case of the Negro interviewees. While most 
Negroes viewed the aged status negatively, that is, a 
"yes" response to, "Are old people left out of things?" 
there were some who looked forward to becoming old. In 
this connection, a Negro female, age forty, noted,
"Negro old people are more happy than whites because they
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have their pensions and are better off financially than 
they ever were."
Hypothesis 6_: Xf_ the position of the aged is sub-
culturally defined as one excluded from most activities, 
then the young will tend to^view intergenerational living 
arrangements negatively. There is strong support for 
this hypothesis in the case of the French and Non-French 
subcultures. This, however, is not true for the Negro
TABLE XIII
DATA RELEVANT TO HYPOTHESIS SIX 
OF PROPOSITION I
Attitude Item




















subculture. While the majority of Negro respondents hold 
a negative definition of the aged status, a strong positive 
attitude toward intergenerational living arrangements was 
observed. The relationship stated in the hypothesis is not 
supported by responses of Negro interviewees, although there
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is a definite trend in these data. The hypothesis is 
supported by the French and Non-French data. In the case 
of the French’, three-fifths of the respondents said they 
viewed intergenerational living arrangements negatively. 
The same pattern was evident among the Non-French respond­
ents .
Hypothesis 7: If the position of the aged is sub -
culturally defined as one excluded from most activities, 
then living in the relative generational isolation of a 
home for the aged will be viewed as desirable. This hypo­
thesis is not supported by the data which are presented 
in Table XIV. The majority of respondents in all three
TABLE XIV
DATA RELEVANT TO HYPOTHESIS SEVEN 
OF PROPOSITION I
Attitude Item-
"How would you react to living 
in an old folks' home?"














Z=-.8260(ns) Z= .5826(ns) Z= .7322{ns)
subcultures agreed that the aged are excluded from most
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activities. There was, however, no consistent directional 
pattern of responses to the "old folks' home" attitude 
question.
Hypothesis 8_: the position of the aged is sub-
culturally defined as one excluded from most activities, 
then the young will perceive limitations on involvements 
in various activities as potentially frustrating for them 
when they become old. Strong support is found for this 
hypothesis. In Table XV all the 11Z" values for the 
difference of proportions test showed significance at the 
.01 level of confidence or greater. In all instances, the
TABLE XV
DATA RELEVANT TO HYPOTHESIS EIGHT 
OF PROPOSITION I
Attitude Item
"Do you think you will be flustered 
by not being able to do the things 
you use to do?"




















expressed feeling that limitations on activities were
perceived as frustrating, correlated highly with the 
position that the aged status was one which excluded the 
individual from most activities.
Discussion. How may the evidence brought in 
support of Proposition I be appraised? Eight hypotheses 
were developed which seem to be reasonable tests of this 
Proposition. These hypotheses were tested by applying 
them to data from each of the three subcultures. Alto­
gether, twenty-four tests were conducted. In some instan­
ces, these hypotheses were proven tenable, in other instan 
ces they seemed to be fallacious. However, on eleven 
occasions the hypotheses were confirmed at equal to or 
greater than the conventional .05 level of confidence. 
Perhaps even more important: In twenty instances, the
direction predicted in the various hypotheses was sub­
stantiated by the findings. Thus, it seems reasonable to 
attest that Proposition I has some basis in empirical fact
III. PROPOSITION II: THE MORE POSITIVE THE ATTITUDES
TOWARD THE AGED STATUS, THE MORE COMPLETE WILL 
BE THE SOCIALIZATION PROCESS.
The result in Proposition I (attitude indicators) 
now becomes the determinant of Proposition II. Two 
empirical indicators of the result in this proposition 
were developed. The first, the Health-Iliness Knowledge: 
Index was a set of questions focussed on some common 
chronic ailments associated with senescense. The index
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was developed after an intensive item analysis had been 
performed. This index contained seven items of variable 
difficulty. The difficulty level was discovered by 
checking to see which items were answered correctly most 
often and which were answered correctly least often. The 
item which was answered correctly the least often was 
assigned a score of seven and that question answered 
correctly most often was assigned a score of one, etc.
Next, the discriminatory value of the items were tested. 
That is, individuals with the highest score should get the 
most difficult item correct most often, while those who 
tended to get the lowest score should get the most diffi­
cult question correct the least often. In this manner 
nondiscriminating questions were eliminated from the index.
The second indicator for the result in this
4proposition may be called the Welfare Knowledge Index. 
Essentially the same item analysis procedure performed on 
the Health-Illness Knowledge Index was also performed in 
the development of this index. Eight questions were 
found to be highly discriminating. The Welfare Knowledge 
Index contained questions concerning Old Age Assistance, 
Medical Assistance, Social Security, Medicare, and other
^An explication of both indices may be seen in 
Appendix C. Also included in this appendix is a complete 
inventory of all the empirical indicators, interpretations 
of each, and tables contrasting differential responses by 
subcultures to the indicator questions.
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questions related to aspects of various welfare programs 
for the aged provided by federal, state, and local levels 
of government.
The four attitudinal indicators utilized in Propo­
sition I combined with the two "socialization" indicators 
produced eight hypotheses concerning the relationship of 
attitudes to socialization. Here socialization is opera­
tionally defined as knowledge of health and chronic ail*- 
ments of old age and welfare programs for the aged.
Hypothesis 1_: If attitudes toward becoming old are
negative, then the young will tend to know less about 
chronic ailments associated with old age. Even though this 
hypothesis is not supported, the direction predicted in 
it is confirmed, except in the case of the French. Positive 
values of "Z" seen in Table XVI for the Negro and Non-French
TABLE XVI






H L H L H L
First feeling 
about getting P 8 9 6 14 16 7
old.
N 24 29 22 29 30 28
Z= .4768(ns) Z=-.1196(ns) Z= .7776(ns)
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indicates that more interviewees in these subcultures 
responded in a manner which substantiated the hypothesis.
Hypothesis 2x If_ attitudes toward intergenerational 
living arrangements are negative, then the young will tend 
to know less about chronic ailments associated with old age. 
There seems to be little support for this hypothesis. As 
may be seen in Table XVII, only the responses of inter­
viewees from the Negro subculture tended to support the 
direction predicted in the hypothesis. However, even though
TABLE XVII
DATA RELEVANT TO HYPOTHESIS TWO 
OP PROPOSITION II





H L H L
"How would you







Z=l.0686 (ns) Z=-l.4697 (ns) Z=-l.4796 (ns)
the direction predicted is substantiated by the findings 
for the Negro subculture, the value of "Z" is not large 
enough to verify the hypothesis employing the present 
empirical indicators.
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Hypothesis 3̂  If attitudes toward living in a home 
for the aged are negative, then the young will tend to know 
less about chronic ailments associated with old age. As 
evidenced in Table XVIII, only the Non-French provided slight 
support for the direction predicted in this hypothesis.
TABLE XVIII




Attitude Item Negro French Non-French
H L H L H L
"How would you 
react to living P 9 26 22 35 53 28
in and old folks' 
home?" N 13 25 26 30 45 34
Z=-.5860(ns) Z=-.8482(ns) Z=1.1054(ns)
There is, however, insufficient evidence to make tenable 
the hypothesis. Possibly other variables may account for 
the fact that the relationship between the indicators of 
this hypothesis are unclear. Or/ perhaps, the indicators 
employed are not sufficiently valid to test the hypothesis. 
However, the indicators employed seemed to be a relevant 
measure of the variables.
Hypothesis If the young view limitations on
activities in old age as potentially frustrating, then they
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will tend to know less about chronic ailments associated
with old age. As shown in Table XIX there is strong support 
in the views expressed by members of the three subcultures 
for this hypothesis. This support is especially strong in
TABLE XIX
DATA RELEVANT TO HYPOTHESIS FOUR 
OF PROPOSITION II
Knowledge Level
Attitude Item Negro French Non-French
H L H L H L
"Do you think you 
will be flustered Yes 11 46 12 40 40 49
by not being able 
to do the things No 7 26 32 19 45 21
you use to do?"
Z=1.6848 




the case of the Negro and French respondents. The difference 
of proportions test substantiates the direction predicted in 
the hypothesis at the .05 level of confidence for the Negro 
respondents and the .001 level for the French respondents, 
respectively. Also, the direction predicted in the hypo­
thesis is supported by the findings for the interviews from 
the-Non-French subculture.
Hypothesis 5̂: I_f attitudes toward old age are nega­
tive , then the young will tend to khow less about the various
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welfare programs provided by different levels of government. 
There is little in the findings to justify the acceptance 
of this hypothesis. In Table XX data obtained from the 
Negro and Non-French interviewees only slightly support the 
direction predicted. Here it must be pointed out that less
TABLE XX



















Z= .3554(ns) Z=-.7392(ns) Z= .2150(ns)
than two-thirds of the total sample of "^Oung" (under sixty 
years of age) interviewees could be used in the testing of 
this hypothesis. This was due to the fact that many 
responses made to this question could not be classified as 
either positive or negative. These "unclassifiable" 
responses were neutral in nature. An example of this 
response type was elicited from a Non-French male, age fifty- 
six. He stated, "Haven't given it [old age] much thought,
100
I know I'm getting older, but I haven't thought about it 
much." There were many other responses similar to this. It 
may well be that for many individuals getting old is consid­
ered an inevitable fact of the human condition which neither 
stimulates positive nor negative attitudes.
Hypothesis If attitudes toward intergenerational
living arrangements are negative, then the young will tend 
to know less about the various welfare programs provided 
by different levels of government. There is no support of 
an empirical nature for this hypothesis in the study 
findings. Two factors seemed to operate in a manner to
TABLE XXI

















negate this hypothesis. First, almost three-fourths of the 
Negro interviewees said they looked upon living with rela-' 
tives favorably. Two-thirds of these respondents had little
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knowledge of welfare programs. Thus, the forty-nine 
responses in the "Low-Positive" cell were sufficient to 
produce a negative " Z" value and thereby refute the hypo>- 
thesis insofar as the Negro subculture is concerned. Sec­
ondly, the French and Non-French respondents tended to have 
predominantly negative attitudes toward living with rela­
tives but the majority of them knew more facts about welfare 
programs. Therefore, negative values of "Z" for the 
difference of proportion test were registred.
Hypothesis Ti If attitudes toward living in a home 
for the aged are negative, then the young will tend to know 
less about the various welfare programs provided by differ­
ent levels of government. As brought out in Table XXII,
TABLE XXII




"How would you 
react to living P 12 23
in old folks 1









Z= 1.7452 Z= 1.054(ns) Z=.4008(ns) 
P^ .05
102
the interviewees from the Negro subculture provided some 
support for this hypothesis. The thirty-six Negroes who 
expressed a negative attitude toward living in an old folks' 
home, and, at the same time demonstrated little knowledge 
of welfare programs, provided support for this hypothesis. 
The relationship among the two indicators as for the French 
and Non-French respondents did not show as close a relation­
ship as for the Negroes. However, they do support the 
direction predicted in the hypothesis, even though the 
difference of proportion tests administered did not prove 
the hypothesis tenable at conventional levels of confidence.
Hypothesis £: If the young view limitations on
activities in old age as potentially frustrating, then 
they will tend to know less about the various welfare 
programs provided by different levels of government. Data 
provided in Table XXIII lends little support to this hypo­
thesis. The direction predicted in the hypothesis is 
supported by the findings for the Negro subculture only.
The relationship between the attitude item and knowledge 
level seems to be complicated by the greater frequency of 
"high-knowledge" responders among the French and Non-French 
interviewees.
Discussion. In general less empirical support was 
mustered for Proposition II than for Proposition I . There 
were, nevertheless, difference of proportions tests -per-
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formed on the data for the subcultures which confirmed some
of the hypotheses. In all, twenty-four tests were run.
TABLE XXIII





H L H L
Attitude Item
H L
"Do you think you 
will be flustered Yes 22 38
by not being able 
to do the things No 11 25
you use to do?"





Of these tests, only two had values equal to or greater 
than the .05 level of confidence. However, exactly one-half 
of the difference of proportions tests performed substan­
tiated the direction predicted in the various hypotheses.
It can only be assumed that in those instances where signi­
ficant values of "55" were not obtained some uncontrolled 
variables were in operation that tended to confound the 
relationship between the indicators for the hypotheses.
IV. PROPOSITION III: THE MORE COMPLETE THE
SOCIALIZATION PROCESS, THE MORE 
FAVORABLE THE ATTITUDES TOWARD 
ASSUMING THE AGED STATUS
The socialization indicators employed in the proposi-
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tion are the same as those in Proposition II. The only 
difference, however, is that the data used here are drawn 
solely from the responses of people over sixty years of 
aae.
Under this proposition, two empirical indicators of 
the result wejr.e employed. The first, essentially the same 
as that used for younger respondents, had to do with how 
the older respondents assessed living with relatives. 
Positive responses to this question indicated a view of 
intergenerational living arrangements as desirable. The 
respondent answering positively would probably by happy 
living with kinfolks. A negative_response, would indicate 
a view of this arrangement as being undesirable. The 
respondent, in this instance, would probably be unhappy 
with this sort of living arrangement. The second item had 
to do with how the respondents would react to living in an 
old folks' home, or how they reacted if they had had this 
experience. A positive response would indicate a view of 
such arrangements as desirable. A negative response would 
indicate an undesirable view of this kind of living arrange­
ment.
By combining the two socialization indicators with 
the two attitudinal indicators, four hypotheses are 
developed concerning the relationship of socialization to 
attitudes toward the actual assumption of the aged status. 
These hypotheses.->are tested below.
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Hypothesis l_s The more knowledgeable the aged are 
concerning chronic ailments, the more positive they will be 
toward intergenerational living arrangements. There is 
support for this hypothesis in the answers of the inter­
viewees who were classified as members of the French sub- 
suclture. Also, the findings for Non-French respondents
TABLE XXIV



















Z = - .9286 Z=1.8076
P^.05
Z = .9790
were in the direction predicted in the hypothesis. In the 
case of responses from members of the Negro subculture, the 
hypothesis must be rejected. The nineteen responses in the 
"high knowledge— negative attitude"- cell seems to account 
for the lack of support for this hypothesis among Negro 
respondents.
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Hypothesis 2x The more knowledgeable the aged are 
concerning chronic ailments, the more positive they will be 
toward living in a home for the aged. There is little 
support for this hypothesis as evidenced in Table XXV. 
However, the direction predicted is supported by the
TABLE XXV
DATA RELEVANT TO HYPOTHESIS TWO 
OF PROPOSITION III
Attitude Item
"How would you react to living 




P N P N P N
Health Knowledge
H 4 23 2 11 17 48
L 4 27 11 16 14 60
Z= .5238(ns) Z=-.6324(ns) Z=1.2708(ns)
findings for the Negro and Non-French subcultures. The 
lack of confirmation for this hypothesis among the French 
is due to the relatively large size of the cell which 
contains the responses with low health knowledge and 
positive responses to the old folks' home attitude item. 
This fact coupled with only two French interviewees cata- 
gorized as "high knowledge— positive attitude" responders, 
accounts for the negative value of "Z".
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Hypothesis The more knowledgeable the aged are
concerning welfare programs, the more positive they will be 
about living with relatives. The findings reported in 
Table XXVI provide practically no confirmation of this
TABLE XXVI
DATA RELEVANT TO HYPOTHESIS THREE 
OF PROPOSITION III
Attitude Item
"How would you react to living 
with relatives?’,̂’1,
Knowledge Level Negro French Non-French
P N P N P N
Welfare Knowledge
H 13 36 8 14 23 17
L 7 18 5 10 21 20
Z=-1.3952(ns) Z=-.3254(ns) Z=1.5720(ns)
hypothesis. This seems to be due to the prevailing 
negative view of intergenerational living arrangements 
especially among the Negro and French. The direction pre­
dicted in the hypothesis is confirmed by the findings for 
the Non-French subcultures, however.
Hypothesis £: The more knowlegeable the aged are
concerning welfare programs, the more positive they will be 
toward living in an old folks1 home. As shown in Table XXVII, 
no support exists for this hypothesis. This seems to be
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caused by the negative attitudes toward living in a home 
for the aged held be the majority of interviewees, in all 
three subcultures. This attitude seemed to be a relatively
TABLE XXVII
DATA RELEVANT TO HYPOTHESIS FOUR 
OF PROPOSITION III
Attitude Item
"How would you react to living 
in an old folks * ’Home?"
Knowledge Level Negro French Non-French
P N P N P N
Welfare Knowledge
H 7 43 5 18 6 33
L 4 23 9 9 11 36
Z=-1.9374(ns) Z=-2.0310(ns) Z=-.2170(ns)
universal phenomenon among respondents over sixty years of 
age. A response by a seventy-four year old Non-French male 
appeared to imply that he would try to make the most of it, 
but was not in favor of living in an old folksf home. He 
said, " [I would] go over and jump in with them, but 
they are mean to old folks. Young aids talk about them 
like a dog." A Negro woman who claimed to be 102 years of
5age had been in an old folks' home at one time. She
%his lady, surprisingly articulate for her advanced 
years, was interviewed by the author. It is doubtful, in
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ventured a negative assessment of them by saying, "If you 
go to an old folks' home, they take your money and wait 
'til God kills you."
Discussion. The hypotheses under Proposition III 
are statistically confirmed in only one instance. However, 
of the twelve tests conducted the direction predicted in 
the hypotheses is substantiated on five occasions. Despite 
the latter, it must be concluded that little empirical 
support can be found for this proposition.
V. PROPOSITION IV: THE MORE FAVORABLE THE ATTITUDES
TOWARD ASSUMING THE AGE STATUS, THE 
SOONER IT WILL BE ASSUMED
The result indicators from Proposition III now 
become the determinants. The result indicator in this 
instance is the exact age the interviewee reported as the 
age when they first considered themselves as old. The 
question used was; "At what age did you first think about 
getting old?" When an exact age was given as a response 
it was assumed to be the age at which the respondent first 
came to the realization that he was approaching old age.
The alternative response to an exact age, "I haven't 
strated thinking about it yet," was considered as an
this writer's opinion, that she was over 100 years of age. 
She had no documents to prove her age, but it was obvious 
that she was exceedingly old.
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explicit denial of the status of aged. Interesting 
subcultural differences were observed in the matter of 
frequency that this alternative response was given. Two- 
fifths of the Non-French interviewees chose to answer in 
this manner as contrasted to one-fourth of the French and 
.oner-fifth of the Negro respondents.
Hypothesis .1: The more positive i n t e rgene rati on a 1 
living arrangements are perceived by the aged, the sooner 
they will have viewed themselves as old. The direction 
predicted in the hypothesis is confirmed by the findings 
for both the French and Non-French interviewees. The "t" 
value for the Negro subculture was -.972 with a "two-tailed
gtest.' Since this minus value was not significant at a 
conventional level of probability, then it may not be 
construed as a negation of the hypothesis even though it 
is in the opposite direction predicted. These facts are 
shown in Table XXVIII.
When thp mean age for positive responders to the 
attitude item, "How would you react to living with 
relatives?" were compared, no differences at the' conven­
tional levels of confidence, were observed. The greatest 
variability was observed between the answers of respond­
ents from the Negro and the two other subcultures.
^The rationale for using the "t" difference of 
means test is explicated in Chapter IV.
TABLE XXVIII
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DATA RELEVANT TO HYPOTHESIS ONE
OF PROPOSITION IV
Attitude Item
"How would you react to living 
with relatives?"57"
Negro French
df. = 37 df. = 22
t=~.972(ns) t= .658(ns)
Non-French
Mean Onset of 
Agedness
59.97 56.90 56.27 57.69 56 .30 58.63
Sample Standard 
Deviation
7.79 8. 88 13.91 9.60 6 .26 8.16
Sample Size 29 10 11 13 26 30



























35 t = .444(ns)
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Hypothesis 2_: The more positive the aged perceive
living in a home for the aged, the sooner they will view 
themselves as aged. The evidence presented in Table XXIX 
strongly confirms this hypothesis. The mean age for 
positive responders to the "old folks' home" attitude 
questions ranged from two years to eight years younger 
than the negative responders. Under the "t" distribution 
with a two-tailed test, the differences recorded for 
the Negro and French could have occurred by chance only 
ten times in one hundred. A positive value for the Non- 
French under the "t" distribution for the difference of 
means test indicated that the direction predicted in 
the hypothesis was substantiated. While there was great 
variability in the mean age for positive responders to the 
"old folks' home" attitude item, none of these differences 
were significant at the .05 level of confidence.
Discussion. In general, there seems to be support 
for this proposition. In five of the six tests performed 
the direction predicted in the two hypotheses is confirmed. 
Thus it may be concluded that some relationship--no doubt 




DATA RELEVANT TO HYPOTHESIS TWO
OF PROPOSITION IV
Attitude Item
"How would you react to living 
in an old folks' home?"
Negro French Non-French
Mean Onset of 
Agedness
57.00 60.39 51.40 59.50 54.80 56.50
Sample Standard 
Deviation
4.00 8.49 12.10 10.41 8.32 7.42
Sample Size 5 38 9 18 11 52
df. = 41 df. = 25 df. = 61
t=l.389 P^.10 t=l.630 P^.10 t= .601(ns)
Negro
French



















French 51.40 12.10 9
18 t= .573(ns)
Non-French 54.80 8.32 11
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VI. PROPOSITION V: THE SOONER THE AGED STATUS IS
ASSUMED, THE MORE' FAVORABLE WILL BE THE 
SUBCULTURAL DEFINITIONS OF THE AGED STATUS
When the above proposition is stated, the age at 
which agedness is assumed becomes the determinant variable. 
There afi two empirical indicators for the result in this 
proposition. They are the same questions which were treated 
as the determinants in Proposition I. The difference is 
that here they were administered only to respondents over 
sixty years of age. The first is, "Do you feel that old 
people are difficult to get along with?" A "yes" response 
denotes a negative definition of the aged status held by 
respondents. Conversely, a "no" response indicates a 
positive definition of the aged status. The second 
empirical indicator of the result is, "Do you feel that old 
people are left out of things?" Again, a "yes" response 
indicates a negative assessment of the position of the 
aged, while a "no" response means that the aged are not 
excluded and are evaluated positively.
Hypothesis 1_: The sooner the onset of agedness, 
the more amicable the aged will be defined subculturally.
The difference of means statistic with a two-tailed test 
showed the result to be in the opposite direction predicted 
in the above hypothesis. This most interesting finding is 
presented in the upper half of Table XXX on the next page. 
For the Negro respondents the value under the "t" distri-
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TABLE XXX
DATA RELEVANT TO HYPOTHESIS ONE
OF PROPOSITION V
Subcultural Definition
"Do you feel that old people 








Mean Onset of 
Agedness
56.36 58.65 54.90 68.00 57.85 62.95
Sample Standrad 
Deviation
8.34 6.29 10.98 14.97 8.26 10.48
Sample Size 45 20 18 10 26 12
df. = 63 df. = 26 df. = 36






















French 68.00 14.97 10
20 t=l.202(ns)
Non-French 62.92 10.48 12
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bution was not significant, but it was in the opposite 
direction predicted in the hypothesis. The mean age of 
perceived onset of agedness for the French interviewees 
who answered "yes" to the "difficult to get along with" 
indicator is thirteen years less than the "no" responders. 
The writer can think of no reasonable explanation for this 
result. This same sort of phenomena is also found in the 
data for the French, but to a lesser degree. The only 
explanation that may be offered is the possibility that 
the positive responders (who would necessarily have to be 
older than the negative responders) were answering in terms 
of their self conception; that is, "I am not difficult to 
get along with and I am old, therefore, most old people are 
not difficult to get along with."
When the mean age of onset for those who responded 
in a positive manner to the "difficult to get along with" 
definitional item is compared among the subcultures, 
appreciable differences emerged. This is especially true 
in the Negro-French and Negro— Non-French comparison.
Hypothesis 2_i The sooner the onset of agedness, the 
less likely the aged will be subculturally defined as 
undesirable role partners. The direction predicted in this 
hypothesis is supported by the findings for the Negro and 
French subcultures. As indicated by the data in Table XXXI 
on the following page, the "no" responders mean age of
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TABLE XXXI
DATA RELEVANT TO HYPOTHESIS TWO
OF PROPOSITION V
Subcultural Definition
"Do you feel that old people 







Mean Onset of 
Agedness
57.22 55.13 58.77 54.25 58.50 63.00
Sample Standard 
Deviation
7.64 7.91 12.70 10.66 8.48 6.35
Sample Size 49 15 22 8 36 8
df. = 62 df. = 28 df. = 42































14 t=l. 866 P*.10
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onset of old age in the Negro and French subcultures is two 
years and four years "younger" than the "yes" responders, 
respe cti ve ly.
The findings for the Non-French do not support the 
hypothesis. There is some difficulty in the interpretation 
of this finding since only eight interviewees suggested that 
they did not think that old people were left out of things. 
This is still legitimate use of the "t" distribution with 
the difference of means test but the data should probably 
be scrutinized carefully.
When the mean age of onset for positive responders 
to the "left out of things" definitional item is compared 
subculturally, considerable variability is observed. This 
is especially true in the comparison of the Negro— Non- 
French and the French-Non-French subcultures. The mean 
age of onset for positive responders for Negro interviewees 
was almost eight years less than the Non-French. As may 
be seen in the lower half of Table XXXI this difference of 
means could have occurred by chance only five times in one 
hundred. The difference between the means for the French 
and Non-French groups could have happened by chance only 
ten times in one hundred.
Discussion. Little support for Proposition V is 
found in the data. In no instance is the direction 
predicted substantiated at a reliable level of confidence.
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In fact, the exact opposite of the direction predicted is 
found to occur in the data for the first hypothesis. Only 
a partial explanation of this finding is offered. In the 
second hypothesis the direction predicted is supported by 
the data in the case of the Negro and French. This support 
is not too strong and may not be considered reliable.
Some evidence is offered, however, which is suggestive of 
differences in the age at which agedness occurs among the 
three subcultures.
VII. SUMMARY
In appraising the evidence for the five propositions, 
discussed in this chapter, their logical interrelationships 
must be kept in the forefront. If any one proposition is 
found tenable then it, in effect, makes the other four 
theoretically tenable. In the case of Proposition I, 
eight hypotheses were developed which seemed to be logical 
empirical extensions of this proposition. Altogether 
twenty-four tests were conducted. In this instance, the 
direction predicted was confirmed in twenty of the tests.
Of these twenty, eleven were significant at equal to, or 
greater than the .05 level of confidence. In Proposition 
II, eight hypotheses were also tested. Of the twenty- 
four tests conducted on these hypotheses twelve duplicated 
the direction predicted. However, only two of these tests 
could be accepted at the conventional level of confidence.
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For Proposition IV two hypotheses were developed and 
separate tests were made with the data from each subculture. 
Of these six tests, five confirmed the direction predicted 
but only two could be accepted with any degree of confix 
dence. Little evidenced was provided which would empiri?- 
cally verify Proposition III and V. These and other 
findings are summarized in the chapter that follows.
CHAPTER VII
SUMMARY, CONCLUSIONS, AND IMPLICATIONS
I . SUMMARY
Human aging is a oomplex and highly dynamic 
phenomenon. Many factors of a phys'iological, psychological, 
and socio-cultural nature tend to influence the course of 
aging for individuals and these factors vary in different 
settings. The above insight provided the inspiration for 
the present research. Since the undertaking was socio­
logical in nature, the decision was made to hold constant 
bio-physiological decremation and examine socio-cultural 
aspects of the senescence process.
The research done was planned to serve a twofold 
purpose: (1) to bring together and show the interrelation­
ships of subculture, attitudes toward aging, socialization, 
and the assumption of the aged status, (2) to determine the 
specific attitudes and feelings toward various aspects of 
aging of individuals having been socialized in the Negro, 
French, and Non-French subcultures of an area of Louisiana.
The sociological relevance of the overall problem of 
aging and the aged was determined by a review of available 
pertinent literature. This review made it abundantly clear 
that few empirical findings exist concerning the inter­
relationship of subculture, attitudes toward aging, aspects
121
of learning the requirements of the aged status, and the 
sociological causes of variable reactions to agedness. The 
literature reviewed also provided some basic conceptual 
principles which are summarized in the following statements.
(1) The cultural environment tends to set limits upon the 
manner in which individuals experience the aging process.
(2) These experiences are related to the formation of 
attitudes which influence the receptiveness of individuals 
for learning about various aspects of old age. (3) This 
learning tends to be related to attitudes toward the rela­
tive desirability of the aged status. (4) These attitudes 
determine to some extent the age at which individuals 
consider themselves, and are considered by their culture, as 
old or aged. (5) The age at which agedness occurs is 
somehow related to the manner in which the aged status is 
defined culturally.
The major concepts necessary for the conceptual 
frame of reference were: real behavior, (that behavior 
which is manifest); human life span, (that measurable span 
of time in which individuals experience existence), age 
status,(a social position related to chronological age). 
attitudes, (pre-dispositions to act); socialization, (speci­
fically treated as role learning); cultural-historical 
context, (location in cultural process and human history); 
and subculture, (variant of culture specifically treated as 
a subdivision of a national culture).
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The conceptualization derived from preliminary 
study led to the formulations of the following propositions.
I. The more favorably the aged status is defined by 
the subculture, the mord positive'will be the attitudes 
toward the aged status.
II. The more positive the attitudes toward the aged 
status, the more complete the socialization process.
III. The more complete the socialization process, the 
more favorable the attitudes toward assuming the aged 
status.
IV. The more favorable the attitudes toward assuming 
the aged status, the sooner it will be assumed.
V. The sooner the aged status is assumed, the more 
favorable will be the subcultural definitions of the aged 
status.
In order to test these propositions certain areas 
of the state of Louisiana which would provide adequate 
samples of Negro, French, and Non-French interviewees were 
randomly selected. In all, 577 interviews were completed.
An analytical strategy was employed which enabled 
the researcher to develop twenty-four hypotheses from the 
propositions and empirical indicators. The nature of the 
data allowed for extensive use of the difference of 
proportions test (under the "Z" distribution) and the 
difference of means test (under the "t" distribution).
Following this methodological strategy, evidence for the 
support of Proposition I, II, and IV was found. The lack 
of support for the other two propositions may have been 
related to the nature of the empirical indicators. However, 
since the propositions were logically interrelated, the 
verification of three of them, makes the other two theo­
retically tenable.
In some instances it was found that an hypothesis 
was substantiated for one subculture but not for another.
The implication in these instances seems clear— these 
differences were the consequence of variability among 
characteristcs of the subcultures. (See Appendix C)
II. CONCLUSIONS
The findings of the study lead to the following con­
clusions.
(1) The cultural environment provides the background 
setting in which aging occurs and thus accounts for social­
ization (the formulation of attitudes and the acquisition 
of- certain knowledges) into any status position.
(2) Attitude formation toward status positions 
cank.be seen as an initial aspect of the process of 
learning a new status position. This process seems to 
occur rather informally.
(3) During the period in which socialization takes 
place attitudes toward the actual assumption of the new
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status are formed. This seems to be a more formal stage 
of socialization.
(4) Since many interviewees over sixty years of 
age in all three subcultures said they had not thought 
about getting old and many younger {under sixty years of 
age) respondents in these subcultures revealed a neutral 
attitude toward aging, it may be inferred that attitudes 
toward assuming a new status position may take one of 
three directions; they may be positive and the individual 
would feel strongly about assuming the status as soon
as he fulfills the minimum qualifications; they may be 
negative and the individual would postpone assuming the 
status as long as possible or; they may be neutral and the 
individual would assume the aged status when it was 
required of him.
(5) While it was not conclusively demonstrated, 
evidence was uncovered to support the notion that in 
those subcultures where old age is accepted as a status at 
an earlier point in the life span, the subcultural defini­
tion of the aged status are more favorable.
'''This conclusion supports the "confrontation" con­
ception of social change at the interaction level of 
analysis. See; Alvin L. Bertrand, Basic Sociology (New 
York: Appleton-Century-Crofts, 1967), pp/ 219-20.
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III. IMPLICATIONS OF THE RESEARCH
Implications of the research can be divided into 
three major types— theoretical, methodological, and prag­
matic. Each type is discussed at some length below.
Theoretical Implications. Clearly the research 
accomplished provides some basis for the formulation of 
more hypotheses focussed on the problem of the inter­
relationships of cultural, psychological, and sociological 
phenomena relevant to human aging. Such hypotheses may be 
advanced to provide explanations for the relationship of 
more specific aspects of the cultural situation of the aged 
to their social positions. Also, hypotheses concerning the 
interaction of aged roles and the development of self- 
concepts could prove fruitful.
The relationship of attitudes toward the aged status 
and the process of socializatipn into this status needs 
further theoretical clarification. The pursuit of this end 
should prove productive of micro-theories concerning 
specific types of contingencies experienced during the 
aging process.
Pinpointing aspects of culture which have relevance 
to human aging should also lead to productive theoretical 
developments. Here the researcher would be interested in 
empirically specifying aspects of various cultures in a 
search for general principles having universal applibility
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to the process of human senescence.
Methodological Implications. While multiple 
indicators were employed in the testing of each of the 
propositions derived in this research, it is conceivable 
that more sophisticated measure could be developed. In the 
matter of attitude measurement possibly Guttman type scale 
designed to measure specified dimensions of attitudes 
toward aging and assuming the aged status would prove 
fruitful. Also, items designed to focus on the more gener­
alized position of the aged within subcultures would be 
useful. The completion sentence type item would probably
serve this end. Items such as, The aging Negro is________
 , Elderly Frenchmen have__________ , Most old people
are _________ , Elderly white people I know  .
etc. When using this type of item the interviewer would 
direct the respondent to complete the sentence with the 
first thing that comes to his mind.
A possible alternative analytical strategy which
would maintain the empirical indicators utilized in the
2present research, has been suggested by Hyman. This 
analytical strategy, termed "M Type" and "P Type" involves 
the introduction of test variables which serve to specify 
under what conditions certain relationships hold. This
2Herbert Hyman, Survey Design and Analysis. (New 
York: The Free Press, 1955) , pp.~275-329.
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strategy, in effect, "purifies" the relationship of 
independent variable to dependent variable by incorporating 
into the analysis a variable which is antecedent to the 
dependeht variable. For example, if a relationship between 
age and medical knowledge were to be established it would 
be important to know under what conditions the relationship 
would be strong and under what conditions it would be weak 
or non-existent. It may well be that no relationship 
existed initially between age and medical knowledge. Yet, 
when socio-economic status was controlled (the introduction 
of an antecedent variable to medical knowledge), a strong 
relationship is discovered to exist.
There is no limit however, to the number of test 
variables that may be introduced in the attempt to inter­
pret relationships. (Possibly a basic weakness of this 
approach?) This is why it is important to deal with sound 
theoretical propositions that are well grounded in avail­
able social theory. With these kinds of propositions one
is directed to those test variables which are relevant to
3
the explanation of a particular phenomenon.
Pragmatic Implications. The writer can think of 
at least four major pragmatic implications of the present 
research.
•̂ Hans Zetterberg, On Theory and Verification in Socio­
logy. (Totowa, New Jersey: The Bedminister Press,T965) ,
p. 107.
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(1) Since aging seems to occur at variable points 
in the life span of individuals in different subcultural 
settings, welfare programs for the aged should be designed 
to provide flexibility in their application. Flexible 
programs would seem to be more practical and efficient in 
serving the needs of a growing aged population.
(2) Since attitudes toward becoming old develop in 
the years prior to the onset of agedness, comprehensive 
program planning and implementation of programs should 
begin years before agedness is eminent. Programs aimed at 
educating the younger public to the potentially rewarding 
activities of old age should be undertaken to counter­
balance the seemingly negative evaluations of the aged 
status which was found to transcend subcultural boundaries.
(3) Applied research should be undertaken to 
determine those aspects of some subcultures which tend to 
make the transition into old age smoother as well as 
difficult. This type of research could provide program 
planners and welfare workers with keener insights into the 
cultural and social impediments to adjustment in old age.
(4) The present research emphasizes both the theore­
tical and pragmatic need for undertaking cross-cultural 
and cross-national studies of aging and adjustment to old 
age. A cross-cultural perspective would tend to counteract 
provincial tendencies on the part of the researcher and,
would provide greater understanding for planners of long 
range welfare programs for the growing population of 
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NOTE TO APPENDIX A
A comparison of the final sample interviewed with the 
sampling frame (universe) on five important variables is 
found in the following tables. These variables were selected 
for comparison because comparable data was available in the 
1960 Census of Population. On all five variables, using the 
chi-square measure of association, it was found that the 
sample is representative in that the association in all cases 
could have occured by chance only at the .001 level of 
confidence or less. Thus, it is relatively safe to assume 
that the final sample of interviews completed, is representa­













20 - 29 56 10.0 25,869 17.4
30 - 39 93 16.-5 26,944 18.1
40 - 49 94 16.7 29,896 20.1
50 - 59 115 20.5 27,285 18.4
60 - 69 104 18.5 21,139 14.3
70 - 79 73 13.0 12,935 8.7
80 and over 27 4.8 4,356 3.0
Total 562 100.0 148,424 100.0
X2 = 48.7967  > P - .0016
*United States Bureau of the Census, U.S_. Census of 
Population; 1960. General Social and Economic Character­












Male 221 38.3 70,493 47.5
Female 356 61.7 77,931 52.5
Total 577 100.0 148,424 100.0
X^= 19.388 — > P ̂ .001 









White 390 67.6 154,802 55.6
Non-White 187 32.4 123,475 44.4
Total 577 100.0 278,277 100.0






Categories N % N %
Under 1,000 67 11.6 11,071 18.2
1,000 - 2,999 240 41.6 24,018 39.6
3,000 - 4,999 98 17.0 11,139 18.3
5,000 - 6,999 55 9.6 7,433 12.3
7,800 - 8,999 45 7.8 3,519 5.8
9,000 and over 54 9.4 3,500 5.8
No response 18 3.1* ---
Total 577 100.0** 60,680 100.0
xl= 21.954 — » P £.001 5

















61 10.3 6,150 8.7
Farmers,
Owners, Managers
96 16.1 7,742 11.0
Managers, 
Proprietors
50 8.4 4,866 6.9
Clerical
Sales
70 11.8 8,296 11.8
Craftsman,
Foreman
71 11/9 7,392 10.5
Operatives, 
Semiskilled
43 7.2 12,990 18.4
Service, 
Domestic
52 8.7 10.708 15.2
Farm Laborer 54 9.1 5,852 8.3
Non-Farm
Unskilled Laborer
98 16.5 6,449 9.2
Total 595 100.0 70,445 100.0







CULTURAL FACTORS IN ADJUSTMENT TO CONFRONTATION BY AGING*
Department of Sociology and Rural Sociology 
Louisiana State University
There is an increasing number of older people in 
Louisiana and the United States. Many of these older people 
adjust well to retirement and the other changes which aging 
demands. Others make poor adjustments and spend their later 
life in misery. The purpose of this study is to determine 
what experiences are important in conditioning a person to 
face aging cheerfully and to make good adjustments to the 
changes which are a part of growing old. We feel that this 
type of information can best be obtained by asking people 
of all ages how they feel about aging. We hope you will not 
mind answering our questions which we feel will be helpful 
in planning future programs related to aging. All of your 











Do you speak French? yes:___no:
(If no, skip to Q. #1. If yes, ask:
















a. in your home?
b. in your business or shopping
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c. when visiting neighbors?
d. when you are (were) at work?





2. In your thinking, at what age (specific) is it 
reasonable to consider a person old or aged?............
We have a list of things that people who are old or 
aged might do. Please indicate whether you feel the activity 
is: (a) All right for old people, you approve of it; (b) The
activity is not especially good or not especially bad for old 
people; (c) The activity is bad for old people and you disap­
prove of it.
3. Votes in elections, but engages in no other civic
or political activity.  a___ b__ c
4. Visits grown children at stated times, usually
holidays.  a___ b__ c
5. Insists on staying by himself in his home even 
though very feeble and ill. (Will not move to 
a more confortable place or an old folks home).
 a___ b__ c
6. Leads a life quite separate and independent
of grown children.  a___ b__ c
7. Retires from work between the ages of 65 and 70.
 a___ b__ c
8. Holds on to his (her) job as long as he (she) 
can, even though other people think he (she)
is too old for it.  a___ b__ c
9. Retires, but continues to do occasional work
of the odd-job variety.  a___ b__ c
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10. Accepts an old age pension instead of going 
to live with grown children who could support
him (her) . a b___c
11. How many people live in this house including yourself?___
Now I would like to ask you a few questions about these people. 
(ASCERTAIN OF ALL IN HOUSEHOLD)
SexFirst name of each 


































12 other relative 
speci fy__________
13 not related
Sex Code Highest Grade Code







7. college (non grad.)
8. college grad, or 
more




***CHILD (under 18 years)
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(ASCERTAIN OF ALL IN HOUSEHOLD 18 YEARS OR OVER)





















(20). ■ . ,
(R)(A) ' '




(1) Mhrried (4) Divorced
(2) Never married (5) Separated
(3) Widowed
I have here some statements about health problems of
older people. Would you please tell me whether you agree
or disagree with each statement.
22. Older people have diseases that younger people 
do not have very often. agree disagree,
  don't know.
23. "Heart Attacks" are almost always fatal.
  agree   disagree don't know.
i
24. Hardening of the arteries is a normal part of 
getting old. ___ agree ___ disagree
  don11 know.
25. Most heart ailments can be prevented if they
are detected early.__ agree ______  disagree
  don't know.
26. Arthritis is the number one disease of old age.
  agree ___  disagree____ don't know.
27. Old people naturally get cataracts. ___ agree
  disagree ___ don't know.
28. Glaucoma cannot be prevented even if it is 
detected early. ___  agree   disagree
don't know.
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29. Other that buying a hearing aid there is not 
much you can do about partial loss of hearing. 
  agpee ___  disagree   don't know.
Now I would like to ask you some questions about your health.
30. During the past three years did any illness, 
injury, or other health condition keep you 
from carrying on your usually activities?
  y e s  no
a. If yes, did you go to the hospital?
  yes ___ no
b. If yes in (a.) how many times? ________
c. About how much were your health and medical
bills during the past twelve months?______
(include prescribed drugs)
d. (If respondent had medical bills in (c.), 
ascertain:) How much was paid by insurance 
  How much was paid by you ___
How much paid by others ________
How much still unpaid ___________
e. Do you feel you have need for health care 
in addition to what you are now getting?
  yes ___ no Explain _________________
31. a. How often did you see a doctor during the 
past six (6) months? ___
b. (If none, in a. Ask:) How long has it 
been since you last saw a doctor? _____
c. Are you sick enough now to be in bed....
most of the time.........................
about half the time......................
occasionally.............................















Which ailments would you consider most serious 
for old people. (List in order of seriousness)
Most serious___________ 2 n d ______ _____
___________  3rd.
I have a few questions about government programs 
older people.
Does Louisiana have an Old Age Assistance
Program? ____ yes   no don't know
(If response is no or don't know skip to 
question number T5j
To be eligible, do you have to live in 
Louisiana the last year continuously
before retirement? ____  yes   no
  don't know
Does Louisiana have a Medical Assistance program
for the aged? ___ yes   no  don' t know
(If response is no or don't know, skip to 
question # 37)
Can you own a home and be eligible for M.A.?
 __ yes____  no _ don't know
Have you heard about Social Security?
  yes____ no
How old does a man have to be to be eligible for
Social Security benefits?   60   65
  other or don11 know
Have you heard about Medicare? ___  yes   no
Can a person work and receive Social Security 
benefits? ___ yes   no  don't know
Are self employed farmers eligible for
Social Security benefits?   yes   no
  don't know
If a farmer continues to work after 65 years 
of age can he get Social Security benefits?
  yes ___ no____ don' t know
Is everyone over 65 years of age covered by 
the Medical Insurance plan offered by the
Federal government? ___  yes   no
don't know
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44. Is mental illness covered by Medicare?
  yes __ n o __ don' t know
45. Can a sick person stay in the hospital
indefinitely under Medicare provisons?
  yes __ no ___ don't know
46. Are all prescribed drugs covered by
Medicare? ___ yes ___  no   don't know
47. Which of the following are sources of income 
for you at the present time:
a. own earnings....................
b. savings and investments..._____
c. rent property............. ______
d. social security...... .....
e. old age assistance....... .....
f. family or friends........ .....
g. other (specify).......... ......
48. Would you say that meeting your expenses is:
never a problem ....
seldom a problem...v____
often a problem ...
always a problem....____
49. Could you give me an estimate of your yearly 














50. a. What clubs and organizations do you belong 
to and/or attend?




*REG. attends practically every 
meeting
***NEVER a member in name only
**SELDOM attends one-half 
or less sched­
uled events
b. Are you a member of a church? ___  yes   no
c. (If yes) What denomination? _________________
d. Do you attend church:
Regularly (at least once a week)................... ....
Occasionally (at least once a month)...................
Rarely (only on special occasions, such as
marriages, funerals, christenings, etc 
Never (not within the last three years)................
(IP RESPONDENT IS 60 OR OVER SKIP TO "FOR AGED ONLY" SECTION)
(FOR NON-AGED ONLY)
[SOCIALIZATION WITH RESPECT TO AGING (preparation for confron­
tation) ]
1. Do you have any special feelings about being
around old people? ___ yes   no (If yes)
What are these feelings? ____________________
2. Do you feel that older people are difficult 
to get along with? ___ yes ___ no
  some are difficult
3. What is your first feeling about getting old 
(retirement age)?____________________________
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4. When you were a child did your mother or father 
(or others) ever talk to you about how to 
treat old people? ___ yes   no Explain:
5. Have you instructed .your children (or other 
young acquaintances) in how to trekt older 
persons? ___  yes   no Explain: _________
6. Probably you have seen some older persons, 
who have no particular health or money 
problems but are unhappy. In your, opinion, 
what makes them unhappy? __________________
7. No doubt you have seen some older persons 
who are happy. In your opinion, what makes 
them happy? _________________________________
8. How do you think you would react if you were 
old and had to live with a relative (son or 
daughter)? ___________________________________
9. How do you think you would react if you 
were old and had to live in an old folks 
home?
10. Do you think you will be especially flustered 
about not being able to do the things you






PRECONCEPTION OF OLD AGE AS A STATUS (informal confrontation)
14. Have you ever thought about the fact that
you will some day be old (reach retirement
age) ? ___ yes ___ no
15. Have you wondered about how you will manage
once you get old (reach retirement age)?
  yes ___ no
16. (If yes, in #15 ask) Have you started making
plans for your old age? ___ yes   no
If yes, what type of plans. _________________
17. Have you, or are you now paying any extra
attention to your health? ___ yes   no
(If yes) What? __________________________
18. Have you thought about where you might like 
to live after getting old (reach retirement 
age) ?   yes   no (If yes) - Where? ____
Do you feel that old people are left out
of things? yes no
_____ sometimes
Are oider people asked to do too much by
younger peole? ___  yes   no
  sometimes
What would your feelings be if it became 
necessary for your father or mother or 
other older person to live in your home?
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19. Have you thought about how you might like 
to spend your time when you get old (reach
retirement age)? ___ yes   no (If yes)
How?
20. Have you started a savings plan for retire 
ment such as annuities, stocks and bonds, 
savings, etc. ___ yes ___ no Exp-lain:
21. Have you discussed the matter of your old
age with your wife (husband) or other 
close relatives? ___ yes____ no
22. Does the matter of becoming old ever come 
up for serious discussion in your conversa­
tions with friends? ___ yes ___ no
23. Let's say you had to take a new job. Consid­
ering your age right now, besides pay, what 
are the two things you would consider most 
seriously in taking the new job? __________ D.N.A.
______________  one two
______________  consider only pay
24. a. Is your father living?    yes
b. Is your mother living? ___  yes
c. Is your grandfather living? ___
d. Is your grandmother living? __
(If NO in a., b., c., and d., CLOSE INTERVIEW)
25. If yes, in a. , b., c. , or d. , list ages F   M
 GF GM
26. How often do you visit your parent(s)
  frequently (at least once a month)
  occasionally (at least l:wice a year, but
less than once a month)
  seldom (no more than once a year)
  never (not in the last three years)
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27. Do you perform regular services for your 
parent (s)? ___ yes ___ no Explain: ____
28. Do you advise your. Parent(s) on difficult 
problems? ___ yes ___  no Explain:_______
(IF NEITHER GRANPARENT IS LIVING CLOSE INTERVIEW) 
(IF EITHER GRANDPARENT IS LIVING ASK:)
29. How often do you visit your grandparent(s)? 
  frequently (at least once a month)
  occasionally (at least twice a year, but
no more than once per month)
  seldom (no more than once per year)
  never (not in the last three years)
30. Do you perform regular services for your 
grandparent(s)?   yes   no Explain:
31. bo you advise your grandparent(s) on difficult 
problems? ___ yes   no Explain:_____ ______
(CLOSING STATEMENT)
I certainly do appreciate your help in assisting in 
this study. We would like it very much if you would not 
tell your friends what the questions are about. Do you have 
any questions that you would like to ask about the study?
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(FOR AGED ONLY)
[ADJUSTMENT REACTIONS TO BECOMING OLD (formal confrontation)]
1. How often do you feel you want to go back to 
a regular day's work?  often  some­
times ____ not often __  n e v e r _____  D.N.A.
2. How often do you miss the feeling of doing things
like a job? ____  often   sometimes  not
often ____ never ____ D.N.A.
3. How often do you worry about not making ends
meet? ____ often ____ sometimes_____ not often
  never
4. How often do you miss being with people at
work: ____ often   sometimes ____ not often
  never
5. How often do you feel lonely? ____  often
  sometimes ____ not often ____  never
6. How often do you feel that life is just not
worth living? ____ often   sometimes
  not often ____ never
7. Do you feel you could still do a good day's
workf but you don't have the chance? ____  yes
  no ____ D.N.A.
8. Do you feel your health problems are a heavy
burden to bear?   yes ____  no
9. Do you get outdone at youfcself for not being
able to do the things you once did? ____  yes
  no
10. Are you happy, all things considered?
yes no Could you explain your
happiness (or lack of happiness) .______________
11. How does time work out for you:
a. What time do you get up in the morning?
What time do you go to bed? ____ Do you take
a nap or rest during the day? ____ yes   no
b. What time do you have breakfast? ____
Are most of your meals eaten alone? _____ 
With others? _____
c. Which is your busiest time of the week? 
Why? ____________________________________
d. Do you look forward to this time? ____  yes
  no Why? _____________________________
e. What is your busiest time of the day? 
What makes it so?
f. Is there any part of the day when you
wished you had more to do? ____  yes   no
(If yes) Which part? ____ What do you
usually do at this time? ___________________
Now a few questions about your visits with 
relatives and friends:
a. How often do you visit your children? ____ D.N.
(skip to part b.)   often_____  not often
How often are you visited by your children?
  often ____  not often. What services
are performed for you by your children? ____
If none, check here
b. How often are you visted by other relatives
and neighbors? often ____ not often
Where do your visitors live? ______________
Do these perform services for you? ____  yes
  no
c. Do any people visit you who represent a 
church or government agency or any other
organization? ____  yes   no (If yes)
What is the name of the organization?
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(If visited) What services did this organi­
zation perform for you? ___________________
d. Do you ever visit any of your relatives 
other than children?  yes ____ no
If yes, relationship to relatives visited
Frequency of visits
Purpose of visits: social satisfaction
baby sitting to help with househol3
work ____  other (specify)  _____'_________
e. Do your son(s) and daughter(s) living away 
help you by advising you on difficult 
problems such as income tax, major purchases, 
etc. ____  D.N.A.   yes  no Explain:
13. How do you get around most of the time?
(Check only one under each subheading)
a. 1. Are you taken for rides by someone else?...
2. Do you walk?................................'
3. Do you drive your own car? ..............
b. 1. Do you stay in bed most of the time?......
2. Are you confined to a chair?............... ^
3. Do you get around the house with difficulty
4. Do you get around the house but seldom go
out?............................. .
5. Do you go out frequently? .... '




14. Your activities at home:
a. Do you take care of the housework yourself?
yes ____ no, not at all   I have some
help.
b. Do you own a radio? ____ yes   no (If yes)
Approximately how many hours do you listen
to it each day? ____
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c. Do you own a television set? ____ yes
  no (If yes ) How long do you view it
each day? _______
d. How many hours do you read magazines arid
other materials  read newspapers
read books  _ _
e. Do you work in your yard or garden? 
D.N.A. _____yes no (If yes)
How many hpurs a day maximum
Do you do other things such as hobby work,
needle work, etc.  yes ____  no
What three activities trike up most of your
time?  one _____________two
three
15. a. At what age did you first think about 
getting old? age ' I: haven't
started thinking about it yet.
b. (If respondent gives an age in (a.) ask:) 
What events made you think about it (gettingo l d ) ?  v: ':
 :---- ,-----------  i_____;___ « --------- ;----------- ;-----Li___L
16. Do you have any special feelings about being
around old people?  ___  yes ____ no (If yes)
What are your feelings? _____________________
17. Do you feel that older people are difficult
to get along with? ____ yes _ _ _  no ____ sometimesf
18. Did your mother or father (or others) ever 
talk to you about how to treat old people?
yes ____ no Explain (what did they tell
you)_________________ ___________________________
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19. Have you ever instructed your children
(or other young acquaintances) on how to
treat older people? ____ yes   no
(If yes) What did you tell them? ______
20. Probably you have seen older persons who
have no particular health or money problems 
but are unhappy. In your opinion, what makes 
them unhappy?_________________________________
21. No doubt you have seen some old persons who 
are happy. In your opinion, what makes them 
happy?________________________________________
22. How would (did) you react if (when) it 
became necessary for you to live with a 
relative (son or daughter)?____________
23. How would (did) you react if (when) it became 
necessary for you to live in a home for the 
aged ?__________________________________________
24. Do you feel that older people are left out of 
things? ____ yes   no   sometimes
25. Are older people asked to do too much by 
younger people?   yes   no_____  sometimes
(CLOSING STATEMENT)
I certainly do appreciate your help in assisting in 
this study. We would like it very much if you would not 
tell your friends what the questions are about. Do you have 
any questions that you would like to ask about the study?
(BRIEF ASSESSMENT OF INTERVIEW BY INTERVIEWER)
APPENDIX C
INVENTORY OF EMPIRICAL INDICATORS
AND










The more favorably the aged status is defined by the
subculture, the more positive will be the attitudes
toward the aged status,
DETERMINANT INDICATORS
Subcultural Definitions
1. "Do you feel that older people are difficult to get
along with?"
Response?:
"No" - This response indicates a positive defi­
nition of the aged status, i.e., aged are 
desirable interaction partners.
"Yes" - "Some are difficult" - These responses 
indicate a negative definition of the aged 
status, i.e., the aged have attributes which 
are undesirable.
2. "Do you feel old people are left out of things?"
Responses:
"No" - This response indicates a positive defi­
nition of the aged status, i.e., aged are 
integrated into most activities. (type of 
activities unspecified)
"Yes" or "Sometimes" - These responses indicate 
a negative definition of aged status, i.e., 
aged occupy atomized position with reference 
to various kinds of activites.
RESULT INDICATORS
Attitudes Toward Aged Status
1. "What is your First Feeling about getting old?"
Responses:
"Positive"
(a) "Look forward to it"
(b) "Don't worry about it"
These responses indicate that respondent looks 
forward to assuming status, not worried about





(c) "Worrying about it"
These responses indicate that respondent is not 
happy about becoming old; dreads it, thinks for 
some reason aged status less desirable than ' 
present status.
"How do you think you would react if you were old and 
had to live with a relative^"
Responses:
"Positive"
(a) "I would like it" (unqualified)
(b) "I would not mind if I were treated well or
wanted.
(c) "I would try to get along"
These responses indicate that interviewee views 
arrangement as desirable or as non-conduclve . 
of conflict. Would be happy.
"Negative"
(a) "Would not unless I were helpless or had no
other place to go'.'
(b) "I would dislike it" (unqualified)
(c) "I would prefer my own home"
(d) "I would prefer a rest home or old folks'
home "
(e) "I would feel I was imposing"
These responses indicate that the interviewee 
views arrangement as undesirable or as conducive 
of conflict. Would be unhappy.
"How do you think you would react if you were old and 
had to live"~Tn an old folks1 home?~Tr
Responses:
"Positive"
(a) "I would like it"
(b) "I would not mind if I were treated well"
(c) "I would prefer it over living with relatives"
(d) "I would try to get along"
These responses indicate that interviewee views 
the arrangement as desirable or as nonconducive 
of problems. Would be happy.
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"Negative"
(a) "Would not unless I was helpless"
(b) "I would dislike it (unqualified)
(c) "Would prefer own home"
(d) "Would prefer to live with relative"
These responses indicate that interviewee views 
the arrangement as undesirable or as conducive 
of problems. Would be unhappy.
4. "Do you think you will bg especially flustered about 
not being able to do the things you now do when you
“  ,  ‘-T  ' I I  —  - ■ " 1 I m ir M  I ■  I. Ill ,«• ■ ■ ' I  * ■■ " I  ii w — <get old?"
Responses:
"No" - The response indicates that the interviewee 
holds a negative attitude, i.e., the limitation 
of old age will be frustrating.
"Yes" - This response indicated that the inter­
viewee holds a positive attitude, i.e., the 
limitation of old age will not be frustrating.
Proposition II
The more positive the attitudes toward the aged 




The attitudinal indicators are the same as those 
under Proposition I above.
RESULT INDICATORS
Knowledge Indices
1. Health-Illness Knowledge Index
Questions Score
(a) Most heart ailments can be
prevented if they are detected 1
early.
(b) Arthritis is the number one 2
disease of old age.
Questions
(c) Older people have diseases 
that younger people do not 
have very often.
(d) "Heart Attacks" are almost 
always fatal.
(e) Old people naturally get 
cataracts.
(f) Other than buying a hearing 
aid there is not much you can
do about partial loss of hearing.
(g) Glaucoma cannot be prevented 
even if it is detected early.
Note: A correct response to the
above questions gives the respondent 
the store to the right. Scoring is 
cumulative with possibles ranging from 
"zero" (no correct response) to 28. 
"Low" - Indicates a cumulative score of 
(10) or less. "High" - Indicates 
a score of (11) to (28).
Welfare Knowledge Index
Questions
(a) Does Louisiana have an ! 
Old Age Assistance Program?
(b) Does Louisiana have a Medical 
Assistance Program?
(c) Are self-employed farmers 
eligible for Social Security 
benefits?
(d) Can you own a house and be 
eligible for Medical Assistance?
(e) Can a sick person stay in the 




(f) To be eligible (for O.A.A.) 6
do you have to live in Louisiana, 
continuously before retirement?
(g) Are all prescribed drugs covered 7
by Medicare?
(h) Is everyone over sixty-five years 8
of age covered by the Medical 
Insurance plan offered by the
Federal Government?
Note: A correct response to the above
questions gives the respondent the 
score to the right. Scoring is 
cumulative with possibles ranging from 
"zero" (no correct response) to 36.
"Low" - Indicates a cumulative score 
of (15) or less. "High" - Indicates a 
score of 16 to 36.
Proposition III
The more complete the socialization process, the more 
favorable the attitudes toward assuming the aged status.
DETERMINANT INDICATORS
Knowledge Indices
The socializations indicators are the same as those 
under Proposition II above.
RESULT INDICATORS
Attitude Toward assuming the Aged Status
1. "How would (did) you react if (when) it became necessary 
for you to live with a relative (son or daughter)?"
Responses:
"Positive"
(a) "I would like it" (unqualified)
(b) "I would not mind if I were treated well or
wanted"
(c) "I would try to get along"
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These responses indicate that interviewee views the 
arrangement as desirable or as non-conducjLve of ' 
conflict. Would be happy.
"Negative"
(a) "Would not unless I was helpless or had no other
place to go.
(b) "I would dislike it" (unqualified)
(c) "Would prefer own home"
(d) "Would prefer rest home" (or old folks* home)
(e) "I would feel that I was imposing"
These responses indicate that interviewees view the 
arrangement as undesirable or as conducive of 
conflict. Would be unhappy.
2. "How would (did) you react if (when) it became necessary 
for you to live in a home for the aged?11
Responses:
"Positive"
(a) "I would like it" (unqualified)
(b) "I would not mind if I were treated well"
These responses indicate that interviewee views 
the arrangement as desirable or as non-conduc&ve 
of conflict. Would be hap£>y.
"Negative"
(a) "Would not unless I was helpless"
(b) "I would dislike it" (unqualified)
(c) "Would prefer own home"
(d) "Would prefer to live with relatives"
(e) "I would try to get along"
These responses indicate that interviewee views 
the arrangement as undesirable as conducive of 
of conflict. Would be unhappy.
Proposition IV
The more favorable the attitudes toward assuming the 
aged status, the sooner it will be assumed.
DETERMINANT INDICATORS
Attitudes Toward Assuming the Aged Status




Perceived Onset of Old Age
1. "At what age did you first think about getting old?" 
Responses:
(a) If exact age is given as response it is 
assumed to be the age at which respondent 
did, in fact, consider he was getting old.
(b) "I haven't started thinking about it yet."
This response can be taken as an explicit 
denial of old age status.
Proposition V
The sooner the aged status is assumed, the more 
favorable will be the subcultural definition of the 
aged status.
DETERMINANT INDICATORS
Perceived Onset of Old Age
The age at which agedness began is assumed to be the 
same as in proposition (4) above.
RESULT INDICATORS
Subcultural Definition
1. "Do you feel that old people are difficult to get along
wTth?Tr
Responses:
"No" - This response indicates a positive definition 
of aged status, i.e., age are desirable inter­
action partners.
"Yes" - "Some are difficult" - These responses 
indicate a negative definition of aged status, 
i.e., the aged have attributes which are undesir­
able.
2. "Do you feel that older people are left out of things?"
Responses:
"No" - This response indicates positive definition 
of aged status i.e., aged occupy atomized position
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with reference to various kinds of activites.
"Yes" - "Sometimes" - These responses indicate a 
positive definition of aged status, i.e., aged 
are integrated into most activites (type of 
activites unspecified).
II





”Do you Feel that Older People are Difficult 





















"Do you Feel that Older People are left out
of~rthings?"
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1 Do you think you will be especially 
flustered by not being 

















"How you would react if you were old and 
























"How you would react if you were old and 
had to live in an Old Folks' Home?"
Negro
French



















"How do you think you would react if you were old and 









































































"How would (did) you react if (when) it became necessary 





















How would (did) you react if (when) it became necessary 
for you to live in a Home for the Aged?
Negro 8 50
French 13 27





















Health Knowledge (Respondents 











x 2 = .0008(ns)
French 13 27
Non-French 65 74





Welfare Knowledge (Respondents over Sixty 
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